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Foot anp Moutu 


On Thursday, March 9th, Mr. Wilde, chief 
Veterinary Inspector for Surrey, discovered an out- 
break of foot and mouth disease at Brooklands 
Farm, Chobham. On Friday the Board of Agri- 
culture confirmed the diagnosis, and issued orders 
which have apparently been successful in stamping 
out the disease. 

All the infected animals and all in-contacts have 
been slaughtered. Movement of stock within a 
wide radius has been prohibited except for slaugh- 
ter. Veterinary inspectors have examined con- 
tiguous farms and found no further disease. Of 
course it is too soon to say that no other centre of 
infection exists, but it may be hoped that the pru- 
dence and energy shown by the Board's officials 
has limited the outbreak to Brooklands Farm. 

It is curious that the invasions of foot and mouth 
disease which occur every year or two are never 
directly traceable to their origin. One thing is 
certain; that whenever they occur disease is 
prevalent in the nearest European countries. This 
time it is probable that infection came from Hol- 
land. Hay, straw, and possibly human beings may 
carry infection. So also may carcases of calves, 
which used to be, and probably are now largely im- 
ported in their skins. 

No regulations can be suggested, to prevent these 
occasional outbreaks, which would not cause 
greater loss in trade than is inflicted by the disease 
which now arrives. The success which has at- 
tended the suppression of the last four invasions of 
Foot and Mouth Disease is very creditable to the 
officials of the Board of Agriculture—and a sugges- 
tion to stock-owners of what might happen from a 
little laxness. 

ASPERGILLOSIS. 


It would be worth enquiring whether aspergillo- 
sis, some foreign notes upon which we print to-day, 
is not more common in this country than is gener- 
ally realised. The disease is commonest in birds ; 
but may affect mammals, and has been known to 
attack man. The naked-eye post-mortem lesions 
are often remarkably similar to those of tubercu- 
losis; while some mammalian cases have been 
noted which might have mistaken for other well- 
known diseases. The frequent resemblance of 
tuberculosis, however, alone suggests that asper- 
gillosis may not uncommonly have passed unrecog- 
nised. This possibility is increased by the fact that 
the symptoms observed during life are often more 
— of tuberculosis than of anything else. 

e absolute determination of the disease, and 
the cultivation and identification of the different 
species of aspergilli, are of course beyond the pro- 
vince of the average clinician. But it is quite 


cope, to recognise mycelial elements in the lesions 
or discharges from the air passages; and a patho- 
logist can do the rest. The disease may not be 
common, but it is certainly very serious when it 
does occur; and, considering the possibility of 
human infection, it is desirable that clinicians who 
have the opportunity should endeavour to aid in 
ascertaining its real frequence. 


UMBILICAL FISTULA. 


Mr. Henry Gray has drawn my attention toa 
case somewhat like my “ Intestinal Fistula alluded 
to in Williams’ Surgery.” 

On looking it up I find the case was reported in 
The Veterinarian of 1833, and think the following 
extract of sufficient interest to reprint. 

W. Hontina. 


Mr. Thompson, V.S., Redstone, Perth, says :— 
“The horse, a fine four-year-old, was brought by 
Mr. Donaldson, Grasewell, Garse of Gowrie, in the 
Kinross Market, last spring. He had at that time 
a considerable enlargement at the umbilicus, but 
did his work for some time very well; and in the 
beginning of April he was seized with a “ ting,” as 
the foreman called it; but had been observed stiff, 
and unwilling to go to work from the time he was 
bought. The farrier was sent for, and treated him 
according to his ability; and the horse got better. 
He was in two or three days again put to work ; 
but the driver observed him to be still very stiff, 
and unwilling to work. He showed no other 
symptoms of pain, so far as the farrier’s observa- 
tions extended. In ashort time after this an open- 
ing formed at the navel, by which the whole of the 
feces were passed off. The farrier was sent for, 

who stated he had never seen or heard of anythin 

of the kind; but advised that the horse shoul 
labour as usual, in order to work it off, which was 
otherwise likely to work his bowels out. I was 
then sent for. I stitched up the opening, which 
was large enough to admit a person’s fist, and 
applied a roller with a pad of tow over it, also 
occasionally adhesive plaster. Adhesion took place, 
and granulations formed very rapidly for sometime; 
but a very small opening remained, which seemed 
extremely obstinate, yet was making a little pro- 
gress, and to all appearance would have been 
entirely closed in a short time. Without any 
alteration of symptoms, however, he died; and, on 
examination, I found his intestines in many places 
rforated by ulceration, apparently the effects of 
umbrici. There seemed to be no disease about the 
umbilical opening, except adhesion between the 
intestines and the parietes of the abdomen. I found 


possible for the clinician, with an ordinary micros- | it to be a part of the ileum that had fallen into the 
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opening, about a foot from the cecum. Nature 
had formed a tube of about two inches long, quite 
distinct from the ileum, by way of a rectum; but 
when it was a good deal healed up, air seemed to be 
sucked in by it, and passed off peranum. In drink- 
ing, the water passed off by it without any of the 
aliment being mixed with it; it seemed almost as 
clean when passed, as when drunk. If he got the 
benefit of his meat, he received no benefit of his 
drink, for it passed off as fast as he drank it; and 
from this cause, apparently, he became very much 
emaciated. During the time he was with me he 
showed no symptoms of disease, but a slight attack 
of gripes, which only lasted for about an hour ; this 
was about a month before he died. Prior to death 
the wound was as small as a quill; there was a 
great quantity of a whitish mucus discharged from 
the opening, but the feces were discharged by the 
natural passage. He was allowed only two pints 
of water a day, with some pea-meal, unless when, 
for the sake of experiment, he was given a larger 
quantity. He has been kept on a meal diet princi- 
pally; and the larger proportion pea-meal, with a 
small allowance of hay.” 


CLINICAL NOTES. 
By W. CaupwELL, F.R.C.v.8., Chertsey. 
Petvic Hernia. 


Oct. 23rd I was requested to attend a two-year- 
old Irish steer, which was said to have had no action 
about a week, and I was informed 
that during that period seven pounds of Epsom 
salts had been 

Symptoms :—Complete inappetence, occasional 
straining, paddling with the hind feet. Examin- 
ation per rectum revealed distension of the bowels 
and the presence of a quantity of tenacious mucus 
in the rectum. 

I diagnosed the case as pelvic hernia, and informed 
the owner that an immediate operation offered the 
only chance of saving him. To this he consented, 
although I admit I was very apprehensive as to the 
effects the half stone of salts which had been ad- 
ministered might have upon him. I arranged to 
do the operation at 4 p.m. the same day. 

I secured him in the standing position against a 
wall, and made an incision through the right flank 
into the abdominal cavity. Havin my 
right hand in and manipulated the bowels gently, I 
found a tense cordincarcerating them, which I drew 
towards the abdominal wall and divided with a 
probe pointed bistoury. I then sutured the wound 
in the usual way. 

The bowels acted the same evening, and he made 
a good recovery, the last sutures being removed on 
the 6th Nov. 


“ GuT-TIE.” 


On the 21st ultimo I was asked to see a short- 
horn steer thirty months old which was stated to 
have had stoppage of the bowels for some days. I 
ascertained that two or three pounds of salts had 
been given him. 


Symptoms :—Pulse 90, Tr. 103°, moans occasion- 
ally, paddles with his hind feet, and passes thick 
mucus from the rectum, but no feces; abdomen 
slightly tympanitic. 

The foregoing symptoms led me to suspect pelvic 
hernia, which I confirmed by rectal exploration. 

1 conferred with the owner, who was more 
desirous of having him slaughtered than operated 
on, but I told him that he would be unlikely to 
fetch more than five pounds, whereas if he survived 
the operation and was fattened, he would be worth 
twenty pounds. He then consented, so I arranged 
to perform the operation on the 22nd at 2 p.m. 

administered a good dose of chloral hydrate, 
secured him firmly with his left side against a wall, 
strapped his hocks together, then clipped the hair 
off the right flank and painted it with weak tincture 
of iodine. I made a vertical incision through the 
skin about five inches long, and then divided the 
muscles and peritoneum. Having passed my dis- 
infected hand and arm into the abdomen, I found 
the strangulated bowels and divided the cord. After 
satisfying myself that they then appeared free from 
entanglement, I sutured the peritoneum and mus- 
cles with silk ligatures and the skin with stout wire. 
The animal was ordered to be kept tied up until 
night, and allowed tepid drinks. 

Feb. 23rd, pulse 90 Tr. 104°, the steer appears 
comfortable, and his bowels acted last night. Give 
sloppy diet. 

Feb. 24th, Tr. 104°, bowels costive ; ordered two 
one-pint doses of linseed oil. 

Feb. 25th. Bowels have responded, and he eats 
a little mangold. 

Feb. 26th, Tr. 103°4°. Is ruminating the first 
time since his illness commenced ; feces normal. 

Feb. 28th, Tr. 103°, Has eaten some mangold, 
hay, and linseed cake. 

March 4th, Tr. 103°. Appetite good, antiseptic 
lotion has been daily applied to the wound; remove 
sutures. 

March 9th. The animal is doing exceedingly 
well, and the wound has almost completely healed. 


TUBERCULOSIS OF LARYNX IN A COW. 
By E. Watuis Hoare, F.R.C.Vv.8, 


On Sept. 14, I was asked to prescribe for a cow 
said to be affected with “snoring” and an occa- 
sional cough. 

The usual treatment was prescribed, viz, 5ij. of 
potassium iodide, to be given twice daily, and a 
strong blister to be applied to the pharyngeal 
region. Twelve doses were sent. 

On Oct. 17 the animal was said to be slightly 
improved ; the same treatment was continued. 

n Nov. 29, improvement slight ; same treatment 
continued. 

On Dec. 14 I was requested to attend and ex- 
amine the cow. The animal was about 8 or 9 years 
old. and was one of a large dairy. She was due to 
calve next April, and was in fair condition. When 
she was oh. to walk, she emitted a loud roaring 
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sound, and showed marked respiratory distress. 
While at rest in the field the sound was consider- 
ably modified, but when in the stall it was accen- 
tuated to a marked extent and continuous. The 
appetite was good. There was an intermittent 
cough of a harsh, dry character. 

Physical examination of the chest showed marked 
dullness of the right side up to a certain level, and 
there was loss of respiratory sounds up to this level ; 
above this, sounds of a wheezing character could 
be heard. Examination of the tongue, mouth, and 
throat did not reveal anything abnormal. I sug- 
gested applying the tuberculin test, but the owner 
did not think the animal was worth the expense, so 
he destroyed the cow early in January. 

The steward reported “nothing wrong with the 
chest or lungs,” but sent in the larynx which he 
said contained a “growth.” I forwarded the 
— to Prof. Wooldridge, Royal Veterinary 
College, London, who kindly examined the speci- 
men and reported as follows ;— 

“T examined the interesting larynx you for- 
warded, and find that both vocal cords were tume- 
fied. It was quite impossible to give an opinion as 
to the nature of the growths until portions were 
fixed and sections cut and examined microscopic- 
ally, when typical tubercular histology was revealed. 
Sir John M‘Fadyean kindly examined the section 
and confirmed the diagnosis. It would be interest- 
ing to know the distribution of the lesions in the 
subject.” 

I regret that I had not an opportunity of conduct- 
ing the post-mortem, as I feel sure that tubercular 
lesions must have been present in other regions of 
the body. 

REMARKS. 


The case is interesting from the clinical aspect, 
as it shows that tuberculosis, affecting the vocal 
cords, may be a cause of “snoring” in cattle. Prob- 
ably any other tumour in this region would produce 
similar symptoms. 

“Snoring” in cattle is a very common symptom 
and it is very difficult to give a definite diagnosis in 
such cases. Is it due to a post-pharyngeal abscess 
of actinomycotic nature, or of a tubercular nature, 
or is it due to a tumour in the larynx ?—these are 
some of the questions that arise. 

If actinomycotic, the administration of potassium 
iodide generally, but not always, improves the case, 
and often brings about a cure. If tubercular this 
drug produces no therapeutic action. In many of 
these cases, careful examination of the pharynx 
fails to reveal the presence of an abscess. What 
then is the cause of the “ snoring ’’ sound ? 

The tuberculin test will show a reaction if slight 
lesions be present in any other region of the body, 
and hence does not prove the pharyngeal lesion 
to be tubercular. To decide the matter by ad- 
ministering potassium iodide is too expensive a test, 
and not always conclusive. 

I should welcome some suggestion as to the 
diagnosis of these conditions. At present I must 
admit that I am quite “at sea” in the differential 
diagnosis, and consulting current text books has 
only the effect of still further “ boxing the compass.” 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS, 


Tue Lesions or AvIAN ASPERGILLOSIS. 


Chretien describes the post-mortem lesions seen 
in the following three cases of avian aspergillosis. 

The first case, which the author describes as an 
“ aspergillary pseudo-tuberculosis,” was in a goose. 
The liver and lungs were the only organs showing 
lesions. The liver showed a number of clearly 
visible lesions, whitish, opaque, firm to the touch, 
and ranging from the size of a millet grain to that 
of a hazel nut. Upon section these lesions were 
found to be whitish at their centres and ill-defined 
peripherally, the diseased tissue blending progress- 
ively with the surrounding healthy hepatic tissue. 
These “ tumours ”’ did not yield juice when scraped, 
and seemed constituted by a number of greyish- 
yellow grains, vaguely suggesting the granulations 
of actinomycosis. 

A tumour of analogous aspect and of the size of 
a pea existed in the lung. 

At first sight, it might have been thought that 
these were tuberculous lesions ; but the spleen was 
not invaded; and, in addition to this, no acid-fast 
bacilli were found. 

If a small portion of the diseased tissue was 
examined microscopically ina drop of glycerine, a 
number of mycelial filaments were perceived. Some 
of these were in the reproductive stage; their 
terminal enlargements were covered with short 
sterigmata, each bearing a chaplet of smooth 
rounded conidia. 

The author gives a detailed account of various 
cultural experiments which he undertook; from 
which it resulted that this organism, after being 
isolated and cultivated upon a number of different 
media, was finally identified as the Aspergillus 
fumigatus. 

Histological examination resulted in the demon- 
stration, in the liver and in the affected zone of the 
lung, of “ veritable tubercles,” the interior of which 
was constituted by a felting of mycelium radiated 
to the periphery—thus causing a resemblance to 
actinomyces—and limited exteriorly.by a girdle of 
epitheloid cells. In other points, the mycelial fila- 
ments extended into the biliary canaliculi and as 
far as the interior of disorganised lobules, forming 
a sort of plexus which was visible in consequence 
of the disappearance of the hepatic cells. In the 
lung, in one affected “ an ectasied bronchus 
was perceived, the walls of which were covered by 
a thick mycelial felting. 

These were therefore nodular lesions comparable 
to those of tuberculosis, but having the Aspergillus 
fumigatus as their causal agent. 

The second case was one of aspergillosis of the 
air sacs, the subject being a cachectic goose. All 
the air sacs, without exception, appeared very 
visible and considerably dilated upon t-mortem 
examination. Their membrane was slightly thick- 
ened, and also very vascular. Upon opening the 
sacs, it was found that their walls were covered 


internally by a layer of yellowish-white material 
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about one-fifth of an inch thick, elastic and friable, 
and easily separable into laminw, which proved to 
be in reality a deposit of fibrin. This fibrin followed 
all the folds of the air-sac, especially in the thoracic 
. sac and the cervical sacs. The internal aspect of 
the fibrinous deposit was lined—in all parts of the 
thoracic sac and the abdominal sacs, and in some 
_— only in the other air-sacs—by a mycelial 

yer of dark green colour, having the aspect of a 
pure culture. In the abdominal sacs the deposit 
of fibrin was very thick, and in places showed a 
greenish colouration in its interior. 

The lungs, the trachea, and the upper air pas- 
sages showed no lesions to the naked eye. The 
liver, the spleen and the other organs were normal. 

A small portion of the mycelial layer, examined 
microscopically in a drop of glycerine, proved to be 
constituted of mycelial filaments and of numerous 
reproductive forms; the latter were enlarged and 
club-like, supporting numerous parallel stigmata, 
at the extremities of which were rounded conidize 
disposed in chaplet form. This aspect characterises 
Aspergillus fumigatus. 

Some mycelial filaments were also found even in 
the interior of the fibrinous deposit, in the places 
where the latter was greenish in colour. 

Cultural experiments, made by sowing material 
from the inner aspect of the thoracic sac and the 
cervical sacs upon gelose and upon potato, yielded 
pure culture of Aspergillus fumigatus. 

This was, therefore, a case of infection of the air 
sacs by Aspergillus fumigatus. The membrane of 
these sacs, under the influence of the parasite, had 
been the seat of an intense inflammation which had 
ended in a considerable increase of vascularity and 
a very marked exudation of fibrin. 

The third case, like the first, is described as one 
of “ pseudo-tuberculosis.’”” The subject was a thin 
turkey-hen, and the lesions were found in the liver. 
This organ showed some whitish lesions in its 
interior, analogous to tuberculous lesions; and the 
largest of which were of the size of a pea. The 
other organs, and the spleen in particular, were 
normal. 

Microscopic examination of a scraping from the 
lesions, stained by Ziehl’s method, showed no acid- 
fast bacilli. The examination of a small portion of 
the tumour in a drop of glycerine showed some 
mycelial filaments, but no forms in process of repro- 
duction. Cultures were made in bouillon, upon 
potato, and upon gelose ; but all remained sterile. 

Histological examination showed that the lesions 
were “ tubercles,” the centre of which was consti- 
tuted by a felting of mycelium, and the periphery 
by a ring of epitheloid cells. These were therefore 
“ pseudo-tubercles " of mycotic origin, the causal 
agent of which was probably the Aspergillus fumi- 
gatus.—L’ Hygiene de la Viande et du Lait. 

W. R. C. 


[The well-known similarity to the naked eye of 
the lesions of aspergillosis and tuberculosis renders 
it very possible that the former (at least in birds, in 
which it has chiefly been found) is really more 
common than is generally recognised.—TRANsL. } 


REFLECTIONS ON RECEIVING THE SALMON- 
WRAPPERED VETERINARY RECORD 
By VETERINARY NONENTITY. 


It was my intention to have tried my hand and tested 
my literary ability by writing something on the above 
subject, when a week or two back I received on Satur- 
day afternoon my weekly copy of The Veterinary 
Record, enclosed in a salmon-coloured wrapper. If only 
one had the gift of a Bernard Shaw, a G. K. Chesterton, 
or a Claudius Clear, what splendid use one could make 
of such a subject. Everyone will readily admit that the 
title isa one—and is not a good start half the race ? 
In this connection I am sindalied of the story of an 
Aberdeenshire worthy (of course I am a Scot in volun- 
tary exile, leavening the English) who meeting a friend 
one day was asked eww she fiked her new minister, and 
what kind of a preacher was he? replied with the caution 
characteristic of her race that “if he was not a great 
preacher he aye had a “ gran text.” This is somewhat my 
position at these moments. The “gran text” I freely 
offer to the Editor and claim nocopyright. Whata good 
subject for a symposium. I feel sure the Editor would 
receive quite a number of interesting articles and many 
varying reflections—even without the bait of a special 
prize for best essay, or a silver cruet for the most sug- 
gestive or erudite attempt. Frankly, Mr. Editor, 

(1) My first reflection was that personally I was 
deeply indebted to the Editor for many happy and 
profitable hours spent in perusing the pages of The 
Veterinary Record throughout the year. Living as lam 
in an isolated country district, where means of inter- 
course with fellow practitioners are of a most m 
description, and where train service prohibits one join- 
ing a Veterinary Association, the appearance of The 
Record week by week is a gift highly prized and much 
valued. The opinions of others of your readers [ do not 
know, but most heartily and gratefully 7 say “Thank 
you.” If the Editor is as human as most of us he will 
appreciate a word of thanks. The consciousness of doing 
good work is a reward in itself, but that does not free 
one from the obligation of expressing one’s thanks for 
the good deeds. You have at least one enthusiastic 
reader, Mr. Editor. 

(2) My second reflection was, and is, that during the 
year the Editor has had several grumbles at the country 
soonereanes in particular for not sending reports of cases. 
Specially was this the case regarding cattle practice. As 
one of those implicated, let me plead guilty at once. In 
fact I wish to emphasise the complaint. It is a true bill. 
And yet there are mitigating circumstances. Before any 
jury I could plead so well that my sentence would bea 
very light one. Many people seem to forget that it 
takes us (country practitioners) much longer time to get 
through our work than the town men. One can drive all 
day—many.times going over the same ground again, and 
only finish at midnight. However willing one may be 
to report cases, it is to many of us a sheer feaponsibsiiity. 
The spirit is indeed willing but the flesh is weak. In- 
deed f am none too wakeful as I write now, it was the 
“small hours” these last two nights before I finished. 

Again, we are not all gifted enough to write up cases. 
Some of us—myself among the number—would require 
an Editor. You have many critics amongst your readers, 
some who seem to delight in giving expression to the 
critical spirit, and who are not too polite in their mode 
of expression. Some men, sir, are extremely sensitive 
and would worry, needlessly of course, over some of the 
remarks passed upon a case should they be bold enough 
to write of their experiences. 

Again, sir, how are we to know what would be of 
interest to your readers? Your reply would be, I sup- 
pose, that we are all much of a mould, and that what 
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interests oneself would prove of interest to others. If 
that is true I am sure you need never lack some interest- 
ing cases of cattle pathology. One frequently meets 
with cases that defy diagnosis, that leave one with a 
vague uneasiness after prescribing, and though these in 
many instances recover, one is not always sure whether 
the recovery is due to the agents used, or in spite of 
them. A country practitioner must often “hae his 
doots” though he is careful to keep them to himself. 
Really, I have made up my mind to send you a case one 
of these days. Should this resolve of mine come to 
fruition I should not like criticisms to be banned. _ Per- 
sonally I can take because I can give 
afew. To have gone through, as I have, a few contested 
municipal elections—to have known the bitterness of 
defeat, and to have enjoyed the thrill of a glorious 
victory—these have made me delight in opposition. 

(3) My third Reflection was that I owed the publishers 
15/-. pen I intended paying at once, and of course 
I didn’t. Itis said that a certain unknown place is 

ved with good intentions. Well, mine were good. 

his much I can say, that I never in my life received a 
bill twice except from The Veterinary Record. Cash is 
my motto. os don’t think Iam grumbling ; you ver 
properly reminded me of my folly. It is money well 
earned. I pray for the increased prosperity of 7'he 
Record. 

My fourth Reflection (there is always a fourthly 
in a good sermon) was, what could be done to increase 
interest in Zhe Record? I have already indicated one, 
viz., an increase in the cases sent. Would a symposium 
on “curious cases” prove interesting? Practitioners 
often come across very old-fashioned remedies, and out- 
landish though they sound to us in these more enlight- 
ened days, yet the users of them have the greatest faith 
in them. The publication of a few oceasionally should 
prove diverting, and help the lighter side of the V.R. 


Have you not re this lighter side? I have no 


desire to turn the VR. into a miniature 77¢ Bits, but 
all of us cannot read the ‘ Genesis of the Bubonic Plugue,’ 
or “Sanitation ina Madras Camp” with anything like 
enthusiasm. On atired night one often prefers to read 
of “School howlers” rather than Macaulay’s essays, 
interesting and profitable though the latter are. 

And now, Mr. Editor, fare ye well. I leave the sum- 
ming up to yourself. If 1 have started you and others 
on a new train of thought, I have not misspent the 50 
minutes these lines have occupied me. Will the Editor 
say to all his readers— Verb. sap. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The annual meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Friday, Feb. 10, the President, Mr. 
J. A. Gold, Redditch, occupying the chair. There were 
also present the following members: Messrs. R. C. 
Trigger, J.J. Burehnall, . L. Pemberton, E. Parkes, 
H.8. Reynolds, G. Smith, F. L. Gooch, J. Malcolm, 
H. Collett, W.H. Brooke, W.S. Carless, W. Grasby, 
J. Martin, F. J. Taylor, R. Murray, J. Young, T. Slipper, 
B. DeVine, H. Yeomans, Evershed, Phillips, and H. J. 
Dawes, Hon. Sec. 

A welcome was extended to the following visitors :— 
Messrs. W. Woods, Wigan; W. H. Brittlebank and 
G. H. Locke, Manchester. 


us, Ison, 


t, Da 
Brown, 


Phillips, Parsons, Tart, E. J. Burndred, Mason, Hob- 
son, Sadler, Thackeray, Gresham, Lazenby, Gibbings, 
Forwell, Coe, Over, Chambers, and others. 


NEw MEMBERS. 


Messrs. F. B. GREsHaM, Newark, proposed by Mr. 
Reynolds, seconded by Mr. Parkes, and P. M. EvERSHED 
Nottingham, proposed by Mr. Parkes, seconded by Mr. 
Grasby, nominated at the previous meeting, were elected 
members of the Association. 

RESIGNATION, 

The TREASURER (Mr. Burchnall) read a letter he had 
received from Mr. Perey Simpson, of Maidenhead, stat- 
ing that his father, Mr. J. F. Simpson, was too unwell to 
take any further part in the affairs of the Association, 
and asking that his name might be removed from the 
list of members. 

Mr. TRIGGER, in moving that the resignation be accep- 
ted with regret, and that a letter of sympathy be sent 
to Mr. Simpson, said they all recognised the good work 
which Mr. James Simpson did for the profession in years 
past. He (Mr. Trigger) remembered him as a member 
of the Council, and he never met a man who had the 
interests of the profession more devotedly at heart. 

The Hon. SkEc., in seconding, reminded the meeting 
that at one time Mr. Simpson was one of the most 
regular attenders at the meetings of this Association, 
and they must all regret the cause of his severing his 
connection with them.—The motion was carried. 


TREASURER’S STATEMENT. 


The TrEAsuRER presented his annual statement. 
This showed that the balance in hand at the beginning 
of last year amounted to £153 12s. 1d. Subscriptions 
amounted to £60 10s., and bank interest to £3 4s. 6d. 
making the total for the year £217 6s. 7d. The ex- 
saa included £5 5s. subscription to the Victoria 

nevolent Fund, £1 1s. to the Institute of Public 
Health, £1 1s. to the Institute of Sanitary Science, 
£3 3s. contribution towards the expenses of Amalgama- 
tion of Veterinary Societies scheme, £27 6s. 2d., Te- 
tarial expenses (as per bills submitted), £1 1s. 6d. 
Treasurer's expenses, and other items, leaving a balance 
in the bank of £163 8s. 3d. He was sorry to say that 
subscriptions did not come as regularly as they might 
do, and he was obliged to write to members reminding 
them of their indebtedness. They had 106 members, 
and although subscriptions were due in January, there 
were 75 who had not paid up to June, and 22 subscrip- 
tions were still outstanding in September. He hoped 
that a polite hint at this meeting would save him the 
trouble of writing a good many letters in the year they 
had just entered upon. : 

The PRESIDENT es congratulated the Association 
upon the very sound financial position in which it found 
itself, the balance sheet was passed on the motion of 
Mr. Reynolds, seconded by Mr. Smith. 


Reports ON Horses OPERATED UPON FOR THE 
ERADICATION OF ROARING BY STRIPPING OF ONE OR 
BOTH VENTRICLES. 


Mr. J. A.Gotp. Chestnut gelding operated on by 
Prof. Woodruff, Feb., 1910. Pe 

This hunter prior to operation made a lot of noise in 
gallop, and was stopped when pressed for about a mile, 
or even shorter distance if hilly or heavy going. Left 
ventricle stripped only, 

Horse has been hunted regularly with Worcestershire 
and N. Warwickshire Hounds this season and is _prac- 
tically sound. Makes little or no sound, and gallops on 
for three miles without being in any way istressed. 
Still grunts at stick. Improvement in my opinion 85 
per cent. 

Two hunters ; operated on by Prof. Hobday on 10th. 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Apologies for unavoidable absence were announced from | 
the following: Sir John M‘Fadyean, Profs. Macqueen, 
Dewar, McCall, Hobday ; Drs. Gilbert Barling and 
Manley ; Messrs. W. Freeman Barrett, Garnett, Bain- 
bridge, Bogue, Brain, Clarkson, Allen, Hughes, Wart- | 
naby, Deville, Tipper, Woolston, Rin 
Marnoll, John Blakeway, Tawkes, W | 
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Aug., 1911. Bay gelding, nine years old. Had been 
hunted for yea: ut made very strong noise and was 
stopped in his gallop, especially if severe going. Both 
ventricles stripped. 

Now he is being hunted regularly up to date, ria § 
an officer who rides straight, scarcely any noise at all, 
and does not stop him even in three miles gallop. But 
blows a bit strong as though he was not in condition. 
Still grunts at stick. Improvement in my opinion at 
ld ted da 

y gelding five years old, operated on same date. 
Both ventricles stripped. 

This Horse prior to operation made a bi 

tible even in harness. ‘l'en weeks 


noise, very 
ap ter operation 
e ee sound. Examined by V.S. who did not 
know of operation and passed sound in wind. Caught 
sore throat and cough from other hunters about two 
months ago, and since then has made slight noise, but 
is not sto in his gallop, and is regularly ridden 
now with Warwickshire hounds. Still grunts at stick. 
Improvement in my opinion 75/80 per cent. 

Mr, W.S.Cartess. Bay gelding, operated upon at 
Birmingham. He was sorry to say it was a failure. It 
improved for three months, and he was so anxious that 
every care should be taken of it that he kept it in his 
own stables. The other day the owner sent it to Chel- 
tenham Repository and he made 15 guineas, but was 
returned as unworkable on account of the noise it made. 
Its owner had asked him to puta tube in him, as no 
doubt there was some growth in the throat. 

Mr. Carless had had four other horses operated upon, 
and three were certainly better for the operation. ne 
of the three was a racehorse which had not yet won a 
race, but which it was hoped would do so, and the other 
two were hunters which were hunting regularly. They 
were operated on by Prof. Woodruff. 

Mr. Younc said the horse of his which Prof. Wood- 
ruff operated upon had been as sound and sold. 
He made no noise, but he grunted rather thick. 

Mr. Grassy said he had four horses operated on by 
Prof. Hobday. One horse which used to be a very bad 
roarer was very much better. Another horse was sold 
for £100, and no noise was to be heard at all. Another 
one lamed himself, and so could not be reported upon. 
He thought there was great hope for the operation as 
far as he could see. 

REPoRT OF THE CoUNCIL. 


The Hon. Sec. presented the report of the Council of 
the Association held just prior to this meeting. Mr. 
Gold presided, and the other members of the Council 
present were: Messrs. Malcolm, Trigger, Gooch, Pember- 
ton, Grasby, Carless, Burchnall, and Dawes. 

It was recommended that Mr. H. L. Pemberton be 
elected President of the Association for the ensuing 
= and Messrs. Thackeray and Brooke, Vice-presi- 

ents. 

It was recommended that the next place of meetin 
be Wolverhampton, and that a distinguished member o' 
the profession be invited to read a paper on Anthrax. 

It was decided to recommend the Association to 
yy the candidature of Mr. W. Grasby for election 
to the Council of the Royel College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, that gentleman having intimated his intention 
of running on independent lines. 

A letter was read from the Yorkshire Veterina 
Society inviting this Association to amalgamate with 
them for the purpose of electing members to the Council 
of the R.C.V.S., and it was resolved not to amalgamate 


is year. 
On the motion of Mr. Malcolm, seconded by Mr. 
Trigger, the report was received. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 
President.—Mr. Malcolm moved that Mr. PEMBERTON 


be elected President of this Association during the en- 
suing twelve months. He said that gentleman had 
been regular and constant in his attendance at their 
meetings, and made himself friendly and agreeable to 
everybody. Mr. Carless said he had very great pleasure 
in seconding. : 

The President very cordially supported the motion, 
which was carried with acclamation, Mr. Pemberton 
briefly acknowledging the compliment. : 

Vice-Presidents— On the motion of Mr. Trigger, 
seconded by Mr. Taylor, the other recommendations in 
the report of the Council were —— including the 
election of Messrs. THACKERAY and BRooKEs as Vice- 
Presidents. 

Treasurer.—The President proposed, and Mr. Smith 
seconded, that Mr. BurcHNALL be re-elected, and this 
having been heartily carried, Mr. Burchnall said that 
as it seemed to be the wish of the members that he 
should continue in office he would do so for another 

ear. 

' Hon. Sec.—Mr. Pemberton said that as the President- 
elect, he would like to ye that Mr. Dawes be 
re-elected Hon. Sec. of the Association. He felt that 
he could not undertake the Presidency without Mr. 
Dawes in office as Hon. Sec., because he had learnt 
already to appreciate the value of Mr. Dawes’ services. 

The President. in seconding, said Mr. Dawes had 
made his year of office a very light one, and he could 
assure his successor that a great responsibility would 
be removed from his shoulders by a such a 
man in charge of affairs as Mr. Dawes.—The resolution 
was enthusiastically carried. 

Mr. Dawes, in acknowledgment, said he was deeply 
interested in the work, and was quite willing to remain 
in office. 

Auditors.—Messrs. J. Martin and W. 8. Carless were 
re-appointed on the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by 
Mr. 

Council.—There was some discussion as to the wisdom 
of electing some fresh members, Mr. Malcolm and Mr. 
Grasby, two retiring members, expressing their willing- 
ness to make way for others showing an active interest 
in the affairs of the Association. The matter was closed 
by a motion made by Mr. Trigger, and seconded by Mr. 
Carless to the effect that the retiring members of the 
Council be re-elected on this occasion, and that the 
Council be requested to draft a rule providing for the 
retirement of a certain proportion of their number each 
year in rotation. 

Tue or Mr. W. 


Mr. TayLor drew attention to the fact that an old 
and respected member of the Association, Mr. William 
Carless, of Stafford, was lying ill at that moment. Mr. 
Carless was so well known to all of them, and they 
would all be sorry to hear of his illness. He moved that 
a letter of sympathy be sent to him.—This was seconded 
by Mr. Grasby and carried. 

Exection To Councit R.C.V.S. 


Mr. TRIGGER said he understood that Mr. Grasby had 
been nominated for the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and he hoped Mr. Grasby would 
receive the support of every member of this Association. 
He was pleased to know that Mr. Grasby was running 
on independent lines, because he, personaily, did not see 
the need for an official candidate or for amalgamating 
with other Associations unless there happened to be 
some great question before the profession. He granted 
there may be times when amalgamation was desirable to 
ensure the return of men pledged to a particular policy, 
but otherwise he preferred to see a man run indepen- 
dently and get in on his merits. He moved that this 
Association cordially approve the candidature of Mr. 
Grasby and wished him every success. 
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The PRESIDENT, in seconding, said that although Mr. 
Grasby did not go forward as the special representative 
of this Association he might count upon the individual 
support of every member. 

e motion having been unanimously carried, Mr. 
Grasby returned thanks, explaining the circumstances 
under which he came to be nominated. He was stand- 
ing independently because he thought every man ought 
to seek election to the Council entirely on his merits. 


Vores oF THANKS. 


Mr. Goocu pro a vote of thanks to the retiring 
president, Mr. Gold, for his services during the past 
twelve months. This was seconded by Mr. Malcolm and 
cordially passed, Mr. Gold suitably acknowledging the 
compliment. 

A similar tribute to the work of the other officers, with 
special reference to the work done by the Treasurer and 
the Hon. Sec., was also accorded on the motion of Mr. 
Trigger, seconded by the President. 


Epizootic ABORTION IN CATTLE.* 
Discussion. 


The PrestpENnt’ said that in the first place he must 
thank Mr. DeVine for giving them an excellent paper 
which opened the way to plenty of interesting discus- 
sion. It was a subject that the country practitioner could 
not fail to have very much at heart. There was just 
one or two points on which he and the essayist were 
not in complete agreement. First, a good many believed 
at the present day that the chief entrance of the virus 
was by the alimentary canal. He knew that a few 
years ago it was held very tenaciously by some veteri- 
narians, Sir John M‘Fadyean among others, that it 
gained access through the vagina, but seeing the disease 
spread in sheds where there was no contact in that way, 
led ple to think differently, until those who had 
much to do with contagious abortion came to the con- 
clusion that the alimentary canal undoubtedly took pre- 
cedence over all other means of the disease spreading. 
. At any rate, that was his (the speaker’s) opinion. There 
was one thing that was particularly noticeable—the life 
history of the bacillus, which did not appear to be well 
known except in the laboratory, but they heard that it 
remained infective for seven months. Did Mr. DeVine 
mean in the open atmosphere or in a certain tempera- 
ture? It never remained potent over a year, and they 
knew that unless they got a re-introduction, the disease 
did aepese to lose its virulence in a matter of twelve 
months. 

So far as a positive diagnosis of the disease was con- 
cerned, it was a difficult matter. The veterinary surgeon 
went into the cowshed, and saw a slight discharge, but 
nothing was told him about abortion, and the history 
of the animal was seldom obtainable. Probably others 
would be able to speak of their experience with abortin. 
The animal may get over abortion, but although she her- 
self was cured he believed she could communicate the 
disease to another cow that has not got immunised. It 
was much the same with swine fever; thousands of 
them got over it and they bred again, but the disease 
reappeared sometimes in the second generation. There 
was also the danger of the farmer selling the animal 
after she has aborted, to keep his own herd clear of the 
disease, and for that reason he hoped that abortin 
would be successful to enable a man to know whether 
-an animal was affected or not. 

Mr. Goocu said he had had very little experience of 
contagious abortion in cattle, but he met with it in 
sheep some years ago. In conjunction with the Board 
of Agriculture he saw about 3,000 ewes. They could 
trace it in an area of about 500 yards wide and a mile 


* Read by Mr. Brennen DeVine, F.R.c.v.8., D.V.S M., at 
the meeting at Nottingham on November 10th. 


long. There were as many as 260 on one farm, and they 
were fatted off and u for mutton. The Board of 
Agriculture sent one of their inspectors down, but noth- 
ing definite was proved. Certainly the contagious abor- 
tion bacilli were found in many cases. 

Mr. Parkes said he had had an experience of the 
abortin test on a small herd of about 25 cows. The test 
was applied in December, and he had some most inter- 
esting figures which would prove anything—either for 
or against the test. It was a very ave farm, the man 
milking his cows and selling the milk in the town, and 
it was found that he had four or five cows slipping. The 
farmer came to him (Mr. Parkes) and he communicated 
with the Board of Agriculture. It was impossible to 
separate the cows, so it was decided to test them and let 
them run together. Twenty-five were tested, and he 
had kept a record of their temperatures, which he now 
produced for the information of those present if the 
cared to examine the figures. Of the 25, nine reac 
in nine there was no reaction, and seven cases were 
doubtful. 

Of those seven cows one was a cow that was very 
excited, and he did not rely on the temperature in her 
case because he thought it might be due to her temper. 
The other cases which he classified as doubtful showed 
a temperature well below 104. 

Of those that reacted, and thus had the disease ac- 
cording to the test, three of them were afterwards bulled 
and they calved all right with no treatment Two were 
eagee | in-calf, and one aborted, whilst the other carried 
her calf all right. Three of them that reacted had the 
———- cure administered, and they carried their calves 
allright. 

Of those that did not react to the test, and so were 
apparently healthy, three of them aborted, three of them 
carried their calves all right, and there were two others 
to which he should like to refer particularly. One of 
them slipped her calf in November, 1909, and in Decem- 
ber, 1909, there was no reaction, and another slipped her 
calf in November, 1909, and in the December there was 
no reaction. Another was fatted off for another reason 
altogether. One of the animals that had slipped her 
calf and not reacted to the test received the anti-abortin 
treatment, and was bulled, but she slipped her calf 
again. 

It was decided that five of them were to be tested with 
the anti-abortin test and three with the abortion cure. 
In the five that were treated with the anti-abortin oe, 
which was an injection given in the loose tissue behin 
the elbow, there was caused a tremendous swelling. He 
had never seen animals kick more, and the swelling be- 
came as big as a cocoanut, being very hot and painful. 
They were left two months and then dulled. Of the five, 
two calved all right. On2 calved three weeks before 
her proper time, and of the other two, one — her 
calf at 44 months, and the other at seven months. So 
in those five cases he took it that the anti-abortin treat- 
ment was not a success. 

It was decided that three of the cows should be treat- 
ed with the abortin cure, and he understood they were 
to have two treatments, one a month after the other. 
The cows were in-calf at the time. They had one dose, 
calving all right, but when he wrote asking for the 
second dose, he was told that the Committee had decided 
that they did not want a second dose. 

On those small figures, he thought if anything were 
to be done for contagious abortion it should be on the 
lines of the abortion cure. If the figures he had tabula- 
ted were studied, contradictory results would be found, 
so that it was evidently a question of taking greater 
numbers. The cows he hed eon speaking of were all 
giving milk, and the treatment did not interfere with 
the milk supply. 

Mr. Grassy said he had had no experience beyond 
the carbolic acid treatment. He had enjoyed reading 
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the paper immensely, and he could bear out all that was 
said about the disease wearing itself out in three years, 
although until he read it he had thought that the 
pres disappearance was the result of the carbolic acid 
treatment. 

Mr. W. S. Caress said contagious abortion was a 
serious matter to all veterinary surgeons in mares dis- 
tricts, and in the treatment of it it was not always 
possible for their clients to do all that was desirable in 
the matter of cleanliness. In that way it was not always 
as easy as they would like to get rid of the disease. He 
believed the spread of the disease was largely due to the 
fact that farmers unconsciously bought unclean animals 
in the market, took them home, and spread the disease 
among their herd. He would like to know whether it 
had ever been proved that contagious abortion was 
directly caused by the bull. He made a statement to 
the Board of Agriculture a few months ago, and they 
sent a man down to investigate the matter, but it be- 
came a matter of doubt whether after all it was the bull. 
He had heard it said that the bull had never been 

ved to be the direct cause of infection. He believed 
e had good results from the carbolic treatment. 

Mr. Brooke said he had had very little actual = onl 
ience of this trouble. He would like to know whether, 
as the disease was transmitted to different animals 
there was any danger of its being communicated in any 
pac to the female in the human species. As to the so- 
called immunisation, was the animal really immune ? 
They were told that an immune animal was capable of 
conveying the disease, but he did not think that was in 
keeping with the general principles of bacteriology. It 
appeared to be a generalised disease that was usually 
introduced through the alimentary canal, but he would 
like to know if there had been any post-mortems or other 
steps taken to trace the path of infection, and had the 


bacilli been found in the glands connected 


with the uterus? It might be that in the first abortion 
there was a certain amount of damage done which re- 
covered itself gradually in the ordinary physical way. 
If they had the right bacillus, they were perhaps not on 
the right track with regard to the test, for he did not 
think the results could be described as quite satisfac- 
tory. What importance did Mr. DeVine attach to re- 
action in a non-pregnant animal? Could the organisin 
attach itself only in pregnancy, or was it capable of 
being taken in at any time? He hoped a careful record 
had been kept of the existence of the bacillus in the 
membranes, and if the trouble was not due to continued 
infection how came it to be stored up for a future time? 

Mr. Smiru said that for about ten years he attended 
a certain farm for various things and never met with 
contagious abortion until the town took it over and made 
it into a sewage farm. From then it commenced, and it 
was attributed to the sewage. Coincidently the bailiff 
had a wife who had three children up to that time, and 
then she had three abortions. They stopped breeding 
cattle on the farm and fed them for the market. In 
another case the tenant gave the farm up, having had 
about twenty cases of abortion, and the landlord took 
the farm over, making it so that the sewage could not 
get into the pasture. It was drained off on to the 
plough land, and since then there had been no cases of 
abortion. 

Mr. REYNOLDs said it was mentioned that the Board 
of Agriculture would like the views of Associations such 
as this on the question, so that they could frame laws 
that would tend to check the spread of the disease. 
Every veterinary surgeon knew that when the disease 
was well established he had no hesitation in saying that 
it was contagious abortion. But suppose he was called 
in toa man’s herd where only one cow had slipped her 
calf, how could he say definitely whether it was contag- 
ious abortion or not? It placed a man very often in a 
very awkward position, 


Mr. TriccEr said he had read Mr. DeVine’s paper 
with very great pleasure and also with very great profit, 
and he was not in a position to controvert any of the 
statements that were contained in it. For many years, 
when abortion ran through a herd it was often looked 
upon as the result of mental impression, or some special 
shock. He mentioned the case of a cow which a farmer 
client of his had bought in a Leek auction ; she aborted 
several times while he had her, but once she brought him 
two twin heifer calves all right. Chambers of Agri- 
culture were passing resolutions against compulsery 
notification, although in his opinion the man who de- 
liberately sent an aborting cow to the public market was 
guilty of a criminal act. It was a certain means of 
spreading the disease, and he thought some legislative 
measures ought to be taken to stop it. He recognised, 
however, that there would be the usual differences of 
opinion as to whether the animal was suffering from con- 
tagious abortion or not. He thonght the spread of the 
disease was helped by the shocking lack of isolation 
sheds in this country. They might go even to the best 
farms and they would find that there was often not even 
a loose box to put a cowin. He thought a man who 
owned a farm owed a duty to his tenant to see that he 
was equipped with the means of isolating any animals 
that were suspected of suffering from any contagious 
disease. Get the suspected animal away from the rest 
of the herd at once, and, if necessary, sacrifice her, 
rather than let the disease run right through the herd. 

Mr. MaLcotm said that having been associated with 
Mr. DeVine in his work he did not feel himself in a 
position to criticise, but there were one or two points he 
would like to refer to. One was the freedom with which 
farmers generally sent their aborting cows to market. 
He knew many cases where farmers had had their herds 
infected by buying fresh cows in the open market. A 
man who would be honest and straightforward in other 
matters, often had no hesitation about sending his 
affected animal to market when he knew, or ought to 
know, that his neighbour’s herd would in turn become 
affected. The sooner legislation was introduced on the 
question the better. They had been doing a good deal 
towards eradicating tuberculosis from the herds, and now 
there arose the question of dealing with contagious abor- 
tion, which made them feel all the more the need for a 
proper system of isolation on the farm. The difficulty 
was that they wanted several sets of buildings, and the 
farmer was often inclined to give the matter up as being 
too serious a one for him. Mr. Smith spoke of the 
par of the disease springing from a sewage farm, 
mut he did not think a sewage farm was any more liable 
to infection than any other farm. They had no case of 
contagious abortion in a large dairy herd on the sewage 
farm at Birmingham. As to the carbolie acid treatment, 
he was one of those who believed that it could not have 
much effect when given internally. To give a dose sufti- 
ciently strong to kill the bacilli would kill the patient 
herself. As to the methods of prevention, he believed 
that the most efficient method was isolation, absolute 
cleanliness and disinfection. 

He had been trying the use of abortin as a diagnostic 
agent. From the table which Mr. DeVine had published 
they would see that in the cows dealt with, few gave a 
positive diagnostic reaction. At the same time it was 
not fair to judge the matter from the results of the few 
cases. They wanted far more cases tested before they 
could get a definite opinion as to the value of abortin. 
If it should turn out to be a real diagnostic agent it 
would be a very valuable aid to the veterinary surgeon. 
As to the use of anti-abortin, he had had an indefinite 
experience. In one herd, there were apparently excellent 
results ; in another herd the results were unsatisfactory, 
but in this case it was only fair to say that some unusual 
attendent circumstances may have influenced the effects, 
He had had no personal experience of the abortion cure, 
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On the whole he thought they had wide ground for 
claiming that somethinz should be done to stop the 
spread of this disease. A great deal could be done by 
Agricultural Societies and similar organisations, but un- 
less the Board of Agriculture some order giving 
power to local authorities to regulate or interfere with 
the sale of well known aborting animals, the profession 
would make little headway. Something would certainly 
have to be done to prevent the sale of such cows, es- 
pecially in the open market. 

Mr. Woops said there was very little contagious abor- 
tion in his district, but he was nevertheless anxious to 
discover whether abortin was a sufficient diagnostic test. 
If it were, he thought it would lend itself very much to 
fraud. The farmer, especially in the case of his in-calf 
animals, would send all those that re-acted to the test to 
the market to be sold. Most of them would remember 
how the mallein test was useful to unscrupulous ple 
who had glanders in their stud, to quietly dispose of those 
animals which were found to be affected. They always 
found men in different districts who considered no one 
but themselves : if the abortin test was proved to be a 
good one, legislation would seem to be imperatively 
necessary, Owing to the ease with which a man who dis- 
covered occult abortion in his herd could unload his 
affected animals on to his neighbours. 

Mr. BrirtrLeBank said he had had no experience of 
abortin, but Mr. Malcolm struck a note which appealed 
to him, and that was the trouble which an attack of con- 
tagious abortion was in the case of the farmer who had 
“been doing his best, probably at considerable expense. 
to rid his herd of tuberculosis. It became an extremely 
onerous if not an impossible task to undertake the one 
after having spent so much time and money on the other. 
In one herd, the pe ge of contagious abortion was 
noticed and every possible step was immediately taken 
to check it by means of isolation, disinfecting and irri- 
gating. sm affected animal was removed at once to 
the isolation block. The result was fairly satisfactory, 
and it was decided as a precautionary measure to buy 
as few calving cows as possible, but to purchase cows 
privr to calving, and watch them closely whether they 
aborted or not. If they were going to do anything by 
means of segregation, an important detail to remember 
was to get hold of the animal before she aborted in the 
cow-shed. In a good many cases an alert cowman would 
spot the cow that was going to abort and could renove 
her to a separate place. It was impossible to isolate 
animals on every farm, and on some, farmers had put up 
wooden buildings at their own expense which could be 

-used for oe noses of this sort. He thought they could 
hope for the diminution of abortion as the result of legis- 
lation the same as with other contagious diseases. He 
remembered an outbreak of abortion in mares a few 
years ago, but he saw that the bacillus bore no relation- 
ship to the bacillus which produced abortion in bovines. 
What the subsequent history was he did not know, but 
the disease spread over the district with remarkable 
a and he heard that those mares aborted also the 
following year. Mr. DeVine’s table of inoculation was 
extremely interesting. 

Mr. Surerer, following upa remark by Mr. Woods, 
expressed the opinion that the production and sale of 
abortin should be under some control, so as to prevent 
its into wrong hands. 

r. MARTIN mentioned the case of a Hereford breeder 
who got oantogiens abortion in his herd, and being a 
milk seller he (Mr. Martin) advised him not to bull fis 
cows at the usual time. He kept them till the end of 
May and then re-commenced bulling, and since then he 

no further case of abortion. The cows, he ought to 
add, were by out from the time they were aborted 
until they were bulled. He was fully convinced that the 
disease was often spread by the bull going from one herd 
to another. 


Mr. Murray agreed that as abortion was now proved 
to be a specific contagious disease it would never be suc- 
cessfully attacked until proper legislative measures had 
been introduced for the benefit of the veterinary surgeon. 
In his district, when a cow slipped her calf she was 
always sent to the next sale. He prevailed upon a client 
of his to subject his herd, in which abortion had set in, 
to the abortin test, and the requisite materials were ob- 
tained from the Board of Agriculture. There were two 
cows in the lot which he would have said would be cer- 
tain to re-act ; they had aborted previously, and were 
suffering from joint trouble, which he had found very 
prevalent in the case of animals that had aborted. He 
injected those animals with the abortin, and was very 
much surprised to discover that neither of those cows re- 
acted. As regarded the anti-abortin, the symptoms were 
very severe, and there was much swelling at the seat of 
inoculation, the milk decreased, the fever was very high, 
and there was marked swelling of the joints and stiff- 
ness of the legs. He was satisfied in this case that the 
bull was the carrier of the contagion. 

The Hon. Secretary said that lke the previous 
speakers, he had to thank Mr. DeVine for coming for- 
ward with such an interesting paper. He had had some 
experience of the subject, that one of the 
reports which Mr. DeVine gave them related to a herd 
that belonged toa client of his (Mr. Dawes). Another 
case which Mr. Malcolm had already referred to, where 
a large herd was affected, was one in which the owner 
had n at great trouble, every known treatment was 
— ; 60 animals in the herd had passed the tuber- 
culin test, the owner held a certificate from the City of 
Birmingham of freedom from tuberculosis, and he was 
anxious to stamp ont contagious abortion from the 
herd. The animals were submitted to the abortin test, 
and some to the anti-abortin test. Only one cow re- 
acted to the abortin test, although some of the cows had 
previously aborted. With the anti-abortin test he had 
considerable trouble. He agreed with Mr. Murray that 
the operation made a difference to the quantity of milk. 
and they should try to inject cows that were going off 
their milk. A very small cow which was out in the yard 
was injected with a big dose and was left out, but it 
never seemed to make the slightest difference to it. 
Those animals that were left in the shed were a source 
of considerable trouble. He mentioned that fact to see 
whether any other practitioners had had a similar ex- 
perience, namely, that by keeping the animals under 
treatment with anti-abortion out of doors they fared 
better than those that were kept inside. If he did any 
more he should not do such a large number at one time, 
and he should endeavour to arrange that they should go 
out to grass for exercise. It was not an easy matter to 
inject as much as a 4-pint of fluid under the skin at 
once ; it certainly took a bit of doing. Only two of the 
cows were bulled afterwards, and the owner was keeping 
them to see what the result was. 


Repty. 


Mr. DeVINE replied to the discussiow. He referred 
to the point raised by the President as to the difficulty 
of deciding how the disease was communicated, whether 
by the alimentary canal or the vagina. There had been 
so many experiments carried out during the last 30 or 
40 years that it had been proved that if one placed a plug 
of cotton wool into the vagina of a cow that was in- 
fected, and placed it into the vagina of a cow that was not 
infected, the latter cow would contract the disease, pro- 
vided she was pregnant. Similar experiments had been 
tried by means of the alimentary canal, and if they fed 
a cow with the cleansings of an aborted cow they would 
tind that the disease was contracted in that way. As to 
the vitality of the bacillus, if the after-birth of an 
infected cow were kept moist and free from putrefac- 
tion, the organism might live for seven months, but if it 
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was ona pasture and became sun-dried and broken up, 
he did not think it would be harmful after two or three 
weeks. With regard to diagnosis, he thought they 
would agree that they were working on the right lines in 
using abortin. There were some dampers thrown out on 
the subject which he thought were not wholly deserved. 
They must remember that abortin was put into the 
hands of veterinary surgeons when the Board of Agri- 
culture were investigating the disease in an experimental 
stage. For his own part he thought there was great 
hope for it and as it was brought out on the same lines 
as tuberculin and mallein he thought the same results 
were possible. They knew how reliable mallein was, and 
there was no reason to think that abortin would not be 
equally effective. As to the danger of abortin getting 
into the hands of the public who might put it to an un- 
scrupulous use, that brought them back to the great 
question of the State control of serum. Abortin was at 
present only to be obtained from the Board of Agricul- 
ture, and if they were going to prevent its getting into 
the hands of other than professional men strong action 
would require to be taken. On the question of immunity, 
acow might be immune herself from the disease, but 
might possibly be able to communicate the bacillus to 
another animal. The question of the danger of a sewage 
farm had been raised before, but it had never been 
proved. As to abortion being the result of shocks and 
mental impressions, that of course was still quite possible, 
but contagious abortion was quite another thing. Abor- 
tion was a great loss to farmers, and in order to reduce 
that loss they would go to some expense, but it was not 
always convenient for farmers to secure isolation, which 
was a very essential matter. With regard to carbolic 
acid he thought it was useful in the eradication of abor- 
tion if used as an external disinfectant, but if given sub- 
cutaneously or internally he had no faith in it. There had 
been a good deal of controversy with regard to legislation 
for abortion, and he thought the Cheshire Chamber of 
Agriculture had done more to put back the clock of re- 
form than any other body. Their reason inst com- 
ulsory notification had been copied by other similar 
ies, many of whom were quite ignorant of the sub- 
ject, and the consequence was that there was at present 
no check on the spread of the disease by the medium of 
the public market, where the affected cows were always 
sent to be sold, and to contaminate some one else’s herd. 
As to the spot where to inject anti-abortin, he did not 
stick to one place. He injected slowly, and afterwards 
had the place well rubbed. He had never seen the 
lameness so bad as had been spoken of. As regarded the 
bull oning as carrier, the bull was just like any other 
foreign body, and might quite easily act as carrier be- 
tween the infected and the uninfected animal. The 
suggestion of Mr. Brittlebank that suspected cows 
should be isolated before they aborted was a very 
good one, and if that were done, and the discharge of the 
aborted animal kept away, he did not think that there 
was much fear of contagion. 
On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
Trigger, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. 
DeVine for his paper. 


THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


The annual dinner was subsequently held, Mr. Gold, 
the op | president, again occupying the chair. A 
short list of toasts was headed by “ The kin ” and “ The 
Imperial Forces,” the latter being given by Mr. Brooke, 
and acknowledged by Mr. Carless and Mr. Taylor. 

Mr. BritTLepaNnk “The Royal Colle > of 
Veterinary my toed e said he was proud of the 
College and its Council, their policy during the past few 

ears having been characterised by great shrewdness. 
here was only one vay be: entering the profession, and 
with one examination rd no man could crow over 
another in regard to his qualifications. For that and 


many other advantages they had to thank the Royal 
College. There was still much to be done, and they had 
the Bill in their minds, but before long he hoped that 
would into law. There was still a future 
before the profession, because as one avenue of work 
was closed another was at once opened up. He coupled 
with the toast the name of Mr. Trigger, who was Mayor 
of Newcastle-under-Lyme, and a gentleman who had 
done as much as anyone he knew to further the best 
interests of the veterinary profession. Mr. Trigger was 
an exception to the general rule, which was that veteri- 
nary surgeons did not take their proper place in the 
public life of a community. They might depend upon it 
that in the years to come municipal councils and county 
councils as well would have plenty of work for the 
veterinary surgeon to do. 

Mr. TRIGGER, in response, said his connection with 
the Royal College and the Council had always been a 
pride as well as a pleasure tohim. It was quite true 
that the College had an anxious time of it just now, and 
unless they got their Bill there was only bank- 
ruptcy before them. The Bill was already lodged in the 
House, and he hoped it would pass before the College 
was entirely lost to them. They were already reduced 
to such extremities that they were arranging to sell some 
of their consols, which was looked upon as their reserve 
fund, and if the College were obli to give up their 
control of the profession they would get private insti- 
tutions granting diplomas, and the door would be open 
to all and sundry to come into the profession. We 
would like to see more men pay the registration fee, be- 
cause it would help the College out of a difficulty. It 
was quite true to say that they had the best interests of 
the profession at heart, and they deserved all the sym- 
pathy and encouragement they could get. He agreed 
with the proposer of the toast that veterinary surgeons 
would do well to take a keener interest in public affairs, 
because it was only by keeping the profession before the 
public that they would ever be able to take their proper 
rank in the world. 

Mr. Woops proposed “The Midland Counties’ Veteri- 
nary Medical Association,” and said that Association 
was always looked up to for a lead in any great question 
of professional importance. Nor did they look in vain, 
for the Midland, as one of the strongest Associations, 
generally took the right view of things. 

The PresipENT replied in suitable terms, and gave 
credit to the officers of the Association for the successful 
work it was accomplishing, making special mention of 
the efforts put forward by the Hon. S 

The toast list concluded with “The Visitors,” pro- 
— by Mr. DeVine and acknowledged by Messrs. 

ke and Brittlebank. 
H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.s., Hon. See. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The forty-ninth annual meeting was held at the Grand 
Hotel, Manchester, on February 17th, the Presiden 
J. W. Brittlebank, Esq., Manchester, in the chair, aoe 
the attendance included 34 members and_ guests. 
rng the visitors were the Lord Mayor of Manches- 
ter (Charles Behrens, Esq.), Drs. Niven, Dearden, Cryer, 
Arnold, Messrs. Browning, Hickey, Albinson, Eckersby, 
and J. Clarkson. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were taken as 
read, on the proposition of Mr. Stent, seconded by Mr. 
Packman. 

Mr. G. Eis, Glossop, was unanimously elected a 
member of the Association, and a word of welcome was 
extended to him by the President. 

The Secrerary read a letter under date of February 
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16th, from Mr. R. C. Robinson, Carlisle, resigning his 
membership. 

It was resolved that a letter be sent to Mr. Robinson 
requesting him to reconsider the matter. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
J. W. BritTLEBANK, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Manchester. 


Gentlemen,—I must in the first instance express to 
the members of the Lancashire Veterinary Medical 
Association my sincere thanks for the honour which 
they have conferred upon me in electing me their 
President for the ensuing year. 

I believe I am correct in stating that it is 49 years 
since the establishment of this Society, which has done 
so much for furtherance, not only of veterinary science, 
but towards engendering that essentially broad spirit of 
toleration among its members towards one another. It 
is my fervent hope that the dignity of the position of 
your President will not suffer during my year of office, 
and that the cordial support of the members will enable 
us to push on the legitimate aims and objects of the 
Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association. 

It is, I believe, customary for the incoming President 
in his address to attempt something in the shape of 
a critical analysis of the progress of the profession. 
Scientifically ~ eur can be no question of the advance 
which is being made, and is a cause for much satisfac- 
tion, but whether the material prosperity of the 


individual is being maintained is somewhat open to] read 


question. It will be found as a rule that it is common to 
most sean, Gat where the scientific side is advancing 
so also will the earning capacity be increased. It isalso 


true that the science of preventive medicine is not the 
only one which has advanced, but that other branches 
have 


gone forward. It is evident to the least 
observant that the great increase of mechanical traction 
must make a serious difference to the earnings of many 
of the members of our profession, as there can no 
doubt that the horse is the animal to which the majority 
of veterinarians look for their daily bread. There is, 
in my opinion, no immediate necessity for pessimism, 
for it is usually safe to assume that aes one avenue 
is closed another will ultimately open up. The number 
a the profession is becoming steadily less, auto- 
matically regulated by the law of supply and demand. I 
am none the less of opinion that our utility as a pro- 
fession is by no means past, and that in the future the 
veterinary surgeon will have secured for himself that 
position in the scientific world which is his due. 

State employment is a notable feature of our times, 
whether altogether desirable or not on the grounds of 
that efficiency which results from strenuous competition 
is a point open to much debate ; but it is not for us to 
question the result, for the aims and objects of the 
supervision exercised over the individual by the State 
cannot but be for , insomuch as the aim is to attain 
the greatest good for the greatest number. 

It may be contended with much reason that State 
supervision is grandmotherly in much of its work, and 
that the protection of the weak is much too prominent a 
feature of our present day public policy, but whether is 
not economically more sound than the so-called doctrine 
of the elimination of the unfit—a policy little understood 
by many who are its strongest advocates—I am much 
inclined to question. On topics of this character it is 
easy to generalise, and it is I know a common ground of 
discussion that if we could supervise the breeding of the 
human individual on the same lines as we supervise 
the breeding of the lower animal, nothing but benefit to 
the human race could follow. I will allow that the re- 


production of the insane is an undoubted crime against | h 


society, and for its prevention alone the liberal provision 
for the segregation of such is an absolute necessity, but 


the whole question must be treated in a very much 
wider sense. I donot pretend to attempt a solution, but 
I am distinctly under the impression that there is a wise 
destiny governing the whole problem which would be 
found infinitely sounder in its results than would accrue 
from the interference of science with nature. 

There can be no reasonable doubt however that kept 
within legitimate bounds the supervision of the State 
cannot but result in good. The field of preventive 
medicine is a vast one, and if we confine ourselves alone 
to those diseases of animals known at present to be com- 
municable to man, the work of attempted suppression 
will be found stupendous in its magnitude, beset with 
enormous difficulties, but nevertheless worthy of our 
best endeavour on behalf of humanity. 

If we could imagine the date when there would rise 
up a Cabinet Minister who recognised the loss repre- 
sented in actual pounds sterling caused to the State by 
preventible diseases—their prevention only restricted by 
the lack of funds, he would do more for the materi+l 

rosperity of the nation than any of his predecessors. 

t does appeal to me as one of the most awful blots on 
our boasted civilisation that a nation like ours is con- 
tent to drivel along while there is much which could be 
done to prevent awful depths of misery reached by 
thousands who have done no greater wrong than to be 
born poor. 

If such a time should come when the State decides to 
tackle these great questions | will venture to say that 
the veterinary profession will not be found wanting, and 
y to play its small part. 

Veterinary education has made enormous strides 
during the last decade, and I think it is only right that 
we should place on record our appreciation of the way 
in which the interests of our calling have been safe- 
guarded by our governing body. We have the great 
advantage of having only one portal of entry to our pro- 
fession, and this one portal system must be retained at 
all cost. We all know the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons is suffering from lack of funds, and it there- 
fore becomes our bounden duty to see that some means 
shall be devised by which the deticiency shall be made 
good, or we will certainly find the great educational 
bodies acquiring powers to grant diplomas to practice. 
I sincerely hope and trust that petty differences may be 
sunk, and that the whole profession could be united in 
supporting the Bill which will do so much to ensure our 
financial stability. 

I look forward to the time when the proposal at 
present before the Council to institute a post graduate 
diploma in Public Health shall become an accomplished 
fact. Much is being done in various centres in regard 
to post graduate training. London, Liverpool, and Man- 
chester have already instituted post graduate courses, 
and are granting diplomas, and I do think that, while 
jealously preserving our one portal system of entry to 
the profession, as many facilities as possible should be 
granted for the acquiring of the necessary additional 
training, prior to proceeding to examination for the pro- 
posed diploma in question. I may be told by some that 
this post graduate training is not necessary, but public 
bodies are demanding it from candidates for public 
positions, and we must meet the demand, for it is in 
this particular direction that we as a profession may 
find an ever widening field for our energies and live- 
lihood. 

The report of the Director General of the Army 
Veterinary Corps is replete with much material of great 
interest. Efticiency is the watchword of this most able 
body of men, and it is only right that it should be so, 
for much of the mobility of an army in the field is 
dependent upon the good health and condition of its 
orses, It would be but doing justice if the veterinary 
profession could place on record its high appreciation of 
the immense value of the work done by the late Director 


| 
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General, Major-General Smith. His books on Veterinary 
Hygiene and Veterinary Physiology are recognised as 
standard works, and there can be no doubt that much of 
the progress made in the housing and feeding of our 
animals is due to the work of this gentleman. 

To the work of our professional brothers in the 
Colonies we look with interest, for in their hands lies 
much responsibility in overcoming the diseases aftlict- 
ing animals in certain districts, and it is only due to 
these gentlemen to record with satisfaction that they 
have played their part nobly in the fight which the 
service of preventive medicine is continually waging 
against those diseases peculiar to the tropics. The wel- 
fare of our Colonies is intimately bound up with the 
development of Agriculture, and thus the veterinary 
surgeon becomes an important factor in successful 
colonisation. 

Finally, it must not be presumed that because | 
happen to have spent the past few years in municipal 
employment that I am not duly appreciative of the 
work done by the general practitioner. During these 
years I have come much in contact with gentlemen in 
‘private practice, and have met with nothing but the 
most kindly and courteous consideration everywhere. 
I have indeed received much help from them, both 
scientifically and in the carrying out of the work which 
has fallen to my lot. 

I hope, gentlemen, that I have not wearied you with 
my remarks, if I have, I crave your pardon, but I cannot 
sit down without thanking you again for the high 
honour which you have conferred upon me in electing 
President of a Society of which I have always been proud 
to be a member. id am in your hands and any calls 
which you may choose to make upon my energies during 
the coming year will be responded to with the best of my 
ability, and I can only hope that the year will be a 
fruitful one for the Society. 


Mr. TAYLor said it was not customary to discuss the 
President’s inaugural address, and he did not propose to 
do so.. He desired to congratulate Mr. Brittlebank on 
having put a great deal in a small compass. No apolo- 

ies were necessary for such an address which would 
r reading through and through. He moved a vote 
of thanks to the President for it. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME, in seconding, said the address 
had afforded him great pleasure. 

The PREstpENT briefly returned thanks for the kindly 
manner in which they had spoken. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Mr. PackmAN (Hon. Treas.), in formally submitting 
the balance sheet, said that he should be pleased to 
answer any questions arising out of it. The balance 
shown was £11 Os. 6d., but since the balance sheet had 
been printed some subscriptions and other amounts 
last year had come in bringing the 
balance up to about £30. 

Mr. TayYLor, as one of the auditors, moved that the 
balance sheet as presented be received and adopted. 
Mr. Wolstenholme seconded, and it was carried. 

Mr. Locke called attention to the fact that his 
father’s death removed a life-governor from the National 
Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society. 
He understood they were able to propose some gentle- 
man for the vacant position on that Board. 

It was resolved to refer the matter to the Council, 
= the proposition of Mr. Woods, seconded by Mr. 

tent. 

Mr. GARNETT said complaints were made with regard 
to the new Anthrax Order that the Veterinary Inspector 
is not communicated with directly as to confirmation or 
otherwise of the diagnosis by the Board of Agriculture. 
He pene that the Secretary be instructed to write 
to ti tary of the Board of Agriculture requesting 


him to have sent to the Local Authority, for the infor- 
mation of the Veterinary Inspector engaged in a case, 
the results of the Board’s diagnosis. This would remove 
one of the stumbling blocks to the easy working of the 
Order. Mr. Lawson seconded. 

Mr. FLETCHER rose to say that it had been usual to 
have a wire direct from the Board. If this could be 
done instead of waiting for the information to be con- 
veyed through the Local Authority it would be pre- 
ferable 

Mr. Garnett then altered his proposal to read— 
“That the Board of Agriculture be requested to com- 
municate the result of their diagnosis ‘direct to the 
Veterinary Inspector ; and if this arrangement be not 
practicable, that the information may be conveyed 
through the Local Authority as soon as possible.” r. 
Lawson having agreed to the amended proposal, it was 
adopted. 

Mr. Locke announced that it was proposed to substi- 
tute a dinner for the usual tea, but that liquid refresh- 
ments would not be included. It was also decided to 
hold the meeting before dinner, and to resume afterwards 
if necessary. 


THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


The toasts of “The King” and “The Queen and the 
members of the Royal Family” were given by the 
President. 

Mr. Lawson gave the toast of “The Imperial Forces.” 
It was always a pleasure to him to see the sailors either 
when on furlough in the streets of Manchester or on 
duty, say, at Liverpool. From the way they did their 
work the future could be safely left with them. The 
Army was smaller than most European armies, but the 
quality of men and officers was good. He recalled the 
time when he served with the Volunteers, and spoke of 
the stricter discipline now required in the Territorials, 
which was to the good of the country. 

Mr. Mason, responding, said the nation certainly 
could not do without ships. The soldiers would be use- 
less without them. He did not know much about the 
Navy, but he had some knowledge of the Army, and 
though, as had been remarked, it was a small one, it 
was a good one. The Territorials of to-day were very 
different to the Volunteers. This scheme makes soldiers 
of men who before thought they were playing at soldiers. 
He pleaded that the Territorials should not be starved, 
but should be equipped properly. This they were not 
at present either in respect of guns or horses. 

Mr. TayLor proposed “The City of Manchester and 
ood health and best wishes to its Chief Officer.” When 
e was informed that he had to propose this toast his 

heart sank, and had he not known their genial nature 
and kindly disposition of the present Lord Mayor, he 
— afriad there would have been another absentee that 
night. 

is was the secoud occasion on which they had 
been honoured by the presence of the Lord Mayor at 
their festive board, and on behalf of the Lancashire 
V.M.A. he tendered to the Lord Mayor their heartfelt 
thanks and heartiest welcome. If the fates should 
decide that Mr. Behrens be Lord Mayor next year he 
hoped he would not forget their struggling but not un- 
important profession. They knew that all societies 
whether great or small, existing for good objects have 
had full support at the hands of the present Lord 
Mayor 

Mr. 
with the man who has to fill such a t position as 
that of Lord Mayor of the City of Manchester. They 
read of him being here in the slums, and there opening 
or assisting by peetains at some hospital, and everlast- 
ingly he seemed to be at work, so that one wondered 
when he slept. He further sympathised with the Lord 
Mayor in his task of keeping within certain limits the 


Taylor said he had sympathy 
ifficu 
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discussions in the City Council—the difference of opinion 
between various committees. He had to apply a suit- 
able antidote to cure the serious uprising that occurs be- 
tween one committee and another. 

Only the other day he had to defend the actions of one 
of our great engineering committees—the Water Com- 
mittee. This Committee had purchased a large estate 
at Thirlmere in order to supply Manchester with the 
huge volume of water which was necessary in Manchester. 
This Committee had, he hoped wisely, gone in for some- 
thing new in the way of an afforestation scheme. If 
they succeed, the present supply of good water will be 
continued to those who require it. Manchester was 
built on the banks of that pellucied stream—the Irwell, 
and is not one of the choicest places to live in, but 
things are improving. 

In Manchester, there are, no doubt, men of high 
scientific attainment, in connection with the univer- 
sity, in connection with the en, and also men 
eminent in commerce. Of all these the practising 
veterinary surgeon had most to fear from the profess- 
ion of engineering, and it looked as though the veteri- 
nary profession would be motored off the road. But, 
after all, there was such an inherent love of animals 
in the British breast that there would always be some- 
thing to do, in fact fate seems to decree that now the 
income of their professional work was being decreased 
by the increase of motor traffic they were in a state of 
transition, and there were doors opening in municipal 
government, and in connection with Public Health, that 
their services were likely to be more sought after 
than in the past. He wished to impress upon those 
men not in the profession that the veterinary profession 
had the men, are making men, and intend to go on 
producing men fit for such positions to which they 
may be appointed. 

With all the many attributes which the Lord Mayor 
possessed there was one other he (Mr Taylor) wished 
the Lord Mayor did possess, and that was membership 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. He was 
sure that if the Lancashire V.M.A. elected members 
other than men belonging to their profession, the Lord 
Mayor would be elected withont the slightest opposition, 
They would like to see a veterinary surgeon Lord Mayor, 
but as they could not attain to the topmost rung of the 
ladder of municipal fame they had to be content with 
the one immediately below. He was happy to be able 
to state that the Mayors this year of Newcastle, Staffs, 
and Torrington, Devon, are veterinary surgeons. 

He asked them to drink to the continued prosperity 
of the City of Manchester, long life, good health, and 
much happiness to the Lord Mayor, and in this, the 
Coronation year of King George the Fifth, he hoped 
that His Majesty would smile upon their Lord Mayor. 

The Lorp Mayor, responding, said they had quite 
overwhelmed him by the kind way in which the toast 
had been received. He did not, however, regard their 
tributes as personal, because he felt sure he could not 
lay claim to all the pleasant things said of him. Per- 
haps it was the chain that was so attractive. He cer- 
tainly thought that the Lord Mayor, whoever he might 
be, should be respected by his fellow citizens, and there- 
fore he took what they said as an indication of their 
regard for the head of their municipality. 

As regards Thirlmere, he had read an article in 7he 
Spectator severely criticising the Manchester Corpora- 
tion for ruining the scenery of the beautiful lake dis- 
trict. He had been to Thirlmere frequently last summer 
himself, and he must say that he considered it to be a 
beautiful lake, and in fact he made the remark at a 
reception at the University that if Ruskin came to life 
again he would think that in no sense had the charm of 
the district suffered. After all, though, the first duty of 
the Corporation was to consider the huge area supplied 
with water by the City of Manchester, and weighed 


against this, other claims should be urged with discrim- 
ination. The oaks, which for good reasons had been re- 
placed with larches, were certainly not ornamental, 
and much of the comment raised was altogether exag- 


gerated. 

This was the second time they had kindly invited him 
to take part in their gathering, and he could safely say 
that he knew of no profession that was doing more ¢ 
service to the City of Manchester than theirs. They 
had not only done good work in the past, but much more 
would be required of them in the future, for he thought 
that the silk supply of the city was one of the principle 
things they had to consider. Dr. Niven had n re- 
sponsible for bringing down the death-rate 25 per cent 
and when the milk supply had been properly attended 
to—and he knew that Dr. Niven was doing all in his 
power to put it on a proper basis—there would of neces- 
sity be a further reduction. If they could keep alive 
their new-born children they were adding to the value 
of their city. The veterinary profession deserved the 
thanks of the city, and as Lord Mayor he desired to ex- 
press that sense of gratitude. 

He again thanked them for the kind way in which the 
toast had been proposed, and the manner in which it had 
been received. 

Mr. Stent then submitted the toast of “The Medical 
Profession.” He said the veterinary profession owed 
much to the scientific attainments of the old masters of 
the medical schools, and much to its present day ones. 
He alluded to what Prof. Delépine fad done and is 
doing, particularly in relation to diseases of animals 
transmissible to man, and said this was a subject of very 
great importance not only to the medical profession but 
to the veterinary profession. He also alluded to the 
great work done by Dr. Niven and their own worthy 
President in relation toa pure milk supply. In refer- 
ence to the part played by scientific iba in diag- 
nosing disease they had a great deal to thank the 
Universities of the various cities for who had placed 
their laboratories at the disposal of the veterinary pro- 
fession. It is also the eolieal schools to which they 
look for the attainment and development of the opsonic 
theory, radium treatment, and Rontgen rays, the latter 
of which had been of much use and benefit to their pro- 
fession. This treatment and shadowgraphy had been 
obtained at the cost of loss of life and limb to those who 
had investigated its wonderful power, and honour 
should be done to those men. The profession of medi- 
cine was a very wide one to deal with in a toast. Hav- 
ing mentioned its scientific attainments he would refer 
to the general practitioner and surgeon specialist. In 
days gone by the general practitioner and the veterinary 
ap se had frequent need for each others services, but 
in these days of motor cars the need is mostly one way. 
However, they had their duty to perform in relieving 
human suffering, and it was often done at great sacrifice. 
He had the highest admiration for the surgeon special- 
ist. The accuracy of diagnosis, and the number and 
variety of dangerous operations, often takinga long time, 
required and called for the highest skill. As a result 
they obtained a very high percentage of permanent cures. 
For many years they had been honoured by having the 
medical gentlemen present as their guests, and he 
hoped that privilege would be continued for many years 
to come. 

Dr. DEARDEN responded. He thought the veterinary 
profession was doing more for the medical profession 
than they got in return from the latter body. There was 
no doubt that the veterinary profession had made great 
strides in latter days, and the medical profession had 
much to thank them for. In the matter of the milk 
supply they stood pre-eminent, also as to tuberculosis in 
cattle they had advanced rapidly by their scientific re- 
searches, and he could mention other directions equally 
important. He was pleased to be present and return the 
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comeioeant of the President, who had been the guest of 
the North Western Branch of Medical Officers of Health, 
a society of which he (Dr. Dearden) was this year the 
President. He hoped that the fact of two Manchester 
officials occupying these positions would be a happy 
augury, and if he could do anything to more closely 
unite the two Associations he would be only too pleased 
to do so. There was much talk of co-ordination of 
work, and as there were many public questions affecting 


their two professions it might be an advantage to join | 


in conference. 


of carcases affected with anthrax being smuggled into 
Manchester. 

The labours of their two professions had not come to 
an end, but inasmuch as they had got into so much 
closer touch, mentally and scientifically, they would go 
on working cordially and happily together on the great 
questions before them. 

Prof. Witt1ams said he had never had a happier 
moment than in being able to respond to the kindly way 
in which Dr. Niven had proposed the health of their 
profession, and on that especial occasion, when a fellow 


Dr. NIVEN wished to thank the Association for once student of his own under the Grand Old Man was 
more inviting him as their guest and permitting him to Chairman. Reference had been made that the gulf be- 


propose the toast of “The Veterinary Profession.” It tween the two 
was an honour for him, and still greater pleasure to say he did not ho 


how much he appreciated the fine work the ons 
profession had done. It was quite true, he supposed, 
that the two professions were being severed, to some 
extent, from each other by the advent of the motor car, 
but he still hoped to be able to see Mr. Mason and Mr. 
Lawson galloping to battle on cavalry chargers. The 
veterinary profession and the medical profession go hand 
in hand, and have done so so far as history, modern 
history at all events, reveals. The great problem which 
lay before them is how to deal with the scourge of tuber- 
culosis, and this was passing more and more into the 
domain of preventive medicine. He would, therefore, 
like to add his expression of pleasure that they had as 
Fresident their distinguished friend, and his own col- 
league, Mr. Brittlebank, who had personally done a ver 
fine piece of work in this part of the country. It is well 
known that Mr. Brittlebank is not only skilled in his 
profession but that he has a shrewa knowledge of man 
as well as animals. This had a very material influence 
in his handling of farmers, and he was thus able to 
induce them to take measures which have considerably 
aided in bringing about the great reduction in tubercu- 
losis. Such a result was not to be achieved by merely 
taking samples and hauling people before the Court, but 
in voluntary measures on the part of the farmers, such 
as changes in their habits, the right use of their stock, 
and other things which only a wise and judicious ad- 
ministration could get them to carry out. He believed 
as much had been done in that way in reducing tuberen- 
losis as by their scientific measures, although of course 
these must not be despised. , 
The veterinary profession and the medical profession 
have gone hand in hand in the struggle against tubercu- 
losis. When the infectious nature of tuberculosis was 
first clearly demonstrated by the great Frenchman 
Villemin, what a shout of opposition rose against him ! 
Then it was that an equally great veterinary surgeon 
came to the rescue, and by a series of skilfully devised 
éxperiments showed that tuberculosis was a communi- 


the 


yg ge was widening, but personally 
d that view. He thought they were 
getting much more intimate with one another than in 
past. He remembered the day when there were two 
subjects taught— pathology and comparative patholozgy— 
but now there is no such thing as comparative pathology. 
There is one subject that both sets of students get in 
common to study, and that is pathology. Were it not 
for the research work of veterinary men, medical men 
would not be nearly so far advanced as they are at the 
present time. They must remember that Chauveau was 
a profound pathologist many years ago, and many other 
veterinary surgeons have been research men whose 
names are almost forgotten. He ought at least to men- 
tion Dr. Evans, who was an Army Veterinary Surgeon, 
and then Army Veterinary Officer, and was the first 
man to demonstrate the presence of trypanosomes in the 
blood. His work on Surra was a masterpiece of careful 
investigation. Then in regard to diseases caused by 
Parasites. It was considered absurd that the flea or fly 
had anything to do with the transmission of disease. In 
Liverpool they are busy catching rats, not that rats 
cause disease, but that the flea on the rat does. 

It must not be forgotten that the medical and 
veterinary professions were like two standing armies of 
the greatest importance to this nation. They were 
always fighting, with never a time of peace, and if the 
were not always on the alert and fighting the foe it 
would be “God help England.” The nation had not yet 
realised the debt that was owing to the veterinary pro- 
fession. He referred to the year 1866 when millions of 

unds of stock died of rinderpest. The veterinary pro- 
ession, with help of a little public money, came to the 
rescue and stamped it out. They were prepared to do so 
in the future if ever the disease came again. Not only 
was there rinderpest, but foot and mouth di and 
pleure pneumonia which had been got rid of. If they 
slumbered or died out, there is no doubt these diseases 
would again obtain a stronghold in the country, and 
there would be enormous loss. 

He stood there as one of the senior members of the 


cable disease among cattle, and could be communicated | Council who do what might be called the political and 


by various channels, including that of ingestion. diplomatic work of the 
Chauveau demonstrated how the tubercles in the liquid play to the majority o 


aa. and it was no child’s 
the members of the Council. 


and solid conditions in different animals could pr uce | ost of the work was done in Committee, and what 
different effects according to the different channels pur- often took two or three hours in Committee would be 
sued by the liquid and solid matters through the disposed of in Council in ten minutes. There were 


stomach of the ox. That he (Dr. Niven) considered to 
be a fine piece of physiological work. All down through 
time veterinary surgeons have contributed their share in 
demonstrating the exact manner in which tuberculosis 
is carried. There are still some problems that have not 
been elucidated, and it would be a good thing if they 
could throw light upon them. One is, why is there so 
much more tuberculosis in young people in agricultural 
districts than in towns. Another is, seeing that there 
is so much infection in cowsheds, why there is so little 
evidence producible that human beings engaged in 
attending cows contract tuberculosis. 

In the discovery and development of anthrax was a 


present one or two candidates and prospective members 
of the Council, and if these were elected no one would 
give them a heartier welcome than himself. First of all, 
because they were fellow students of his, and secondly, 
because he knew them thoroughly, and that if they came 
on the Council they would not cause the profession any 
regret for having elected them. 

Mr. Woops proposed “The President, L.V.M.A.” 
He said, not many years ago there was not a single 
veterinary surgeon who was employed as a whole time 
officer by a municipality in this country, and many of 


-| their profession persuaded each other that they could do 


good work if they could get appointed. It was then 


problem of no mean order, and he felt that this disease | generally agreed that the best way to receive these ap- 


was passing about in 


Cheshire, at least he heard! pointments was to persuade veterinary ‘surgeons to be- 
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come members of municipal bodies, and many did so. 
The result was that the municipalities of this country 
were shown how very usefully employed the veterinary 
sur eon could be in Public Health work. They must 
remember that if they had not had the assistance of the 
medical profession these appointments would, in all 
probability, not have been made ; but by the assistance 
of Medical Officers of Health and persuasion of the 
municipal bodies, a good many of the municipalities had 
appointed veterinary surgeons to Public Health work. 

Some of their profession were almost afraid at the 
commencement as to whether the right men would be 
appointed, as it was felt that the good name of the pro- 
fession to a considerable extent was at stake. The re- 
sults of these appointments show that the municipal 
Public Health Veterinary Officer has been a brilliant 
success. Manchester was one of the first to recognise 
the importance of the Veterinary Surgeon’s assvciation 
with the Medical Officer of Health in the suppression of 
those diseases communicable to man, and Dr. Niven was 
one of the first to perceive and to acknowledze the great 
use that could be made of a veterinary surgeon. One of 
these appointments was given to their President, who had 
been most successful, possessing as he did those 
qualities, and they are many, which go to make for suc 
cess. He desi to refer to matters of a personal 
nature. The President and himself were associated in 
the Post Graduate Courses at the Manchester Univer- 
sity, and their subjects somewhat +. prin- 
cipally that of hygiene. That fact to Mr. Woods was 

uite satisfactory, for he knew that if he omitted any- 
thing, Mr. Brittlebank was sure to deal with it ; con- 
sequently his own duties were very light, and he desired 
to tender his thanks. 

He had the ee of proposing Mr. Brittlebank’s 
name as President, and at the end of the year he 
expected to receive a vote of thanks for having done so, 
because he felt that the way in which the work would be 
carried out would deserve it. 

The PRESIDENT, rising to respond, felt somewhat at a 
loss to express himself adequately to Mr. Woods for all 
his kindness, and to the members particularly for the 
kind manner in which they had received the toast. It 
always seemed to him t» be a kindly idea of the origin- 
ators of the Lancashire V.M.A. dinner to put up the 
President so soon after election, very much more than at 
the end of his year of office, because then he might meet 
with a very different reception ; at present they took 
him on trust. There was no prouder man in the pro- 
fession than the President of the Lancashire V.M.A., 
which had done so much for the veterinary surgeon 
throughout the ne ay and which he hoped would 
— to do much for their profession and for the 
public. 

Dr. Dearden had touched upon a subject which was 
near to his (the President’s) heart, and that was the 
relationship between their two Societies. He agreed 
that if agg a be done on the ground of public 
policy alone to bring together those two professions, it 
would be for the nation’s welfare. He agreed that the 
two professions are rapid] ap em together, and that 
— / are inseparable in pa lic health work. He ho 
and looked forward to the time when they could bring 
forward and carry successfully through the joint meet- 
ing which Dr. Dearden had suggested between the two 
branches of the preventive medicine service, because it 
was to the general medical service that they had to look 
for practical advice when these questions of inter-com- 
municable diseases have been discussed. The veterinary 

fession would, he hoped, attain its poe position. 

ey were p in rapidly, and the future could be 
left safely in the hands of the young men who are coming 
through our colleges, fit to uphold and maintain the 
dignity of their profession in the years to come. An 


excellent example had been set by the leaders of the pro- 


fession in the t, and he wished particularly to refer 
to the father of Prof. Williams, who did so much and 
whom they loved and looked upon as their father. 

Mr. Woods had referred to the policy pursued in get- 
ting veterinary surgeons to stand for election on to 
municipal lien and he, the President, could not let 
this opportunity pass without some acknowledgment, 
none could be sufficiently adequate, he knew, of the 
work done by the father of their honoured Secretary, the 
late Mr. Sam Locke. Only those who were in a posi- 
tion of knowing has any conception of his worth to the 
municipality. 

With regard to the post-graduate work at the Man- 
chester University, the President had to confess that 
this was a work which was very near to his heart. He 
thought they had been able to do some good, but he 
pe not pass on without acknowledging the great debt 
of gratitude he was personally under to many gentlemen 
for their helping hand extended to Prof. Delépine at the 
inception of the course : he referred particularly to Mr. 
Angustus Taylor, Mr. Faulkner, Mr. Woods, and others 
He had no fear but that the Diploma in Veterinary 
State Medicine would amply justify its existence. 

He hoped that when his year of office had expired 
he would have fulfilled his duties to their entire satis- 
faction. 

The toast of “The Visitors” was pro by Mr. 
Packman, whilst Mr. Carter proposed “ The Ladies.” 

The musical programme was in the capable hands of 
Madame Nicholson. Messrs. C. Taylor, Bridge Peters, 
Tom Pattison, and E. Bennett North. 

A toast to the artistes was proposed by Mr. Wolsten- 
holme, which brought to a close one of the most success- 
ful gatherings ever held in the history of the Society. 

G. H. Locke, Hon. Sec. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting was held in the Imperial Hotel. 
Darlington, on Frilay, Sept. 23, 1910, Mr. G. R. Dud- 
n, Sunderland, presiding. here were also present : 
essrs. W. H. Blackburn, Barnard Castle; W. N. 
Dobbing, C. G. Hill, and J. H. Taylor, ye neh 
John Wilson, Yarm ; A. C. Forbes, Bishop Auckland ; 
and W. Awde, Stockton-on-Tees, 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. R. Snaith and E. R. Gibson. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. on the proposition of Mr. Taylor, 
seconded by Mr. Wilson. 

In reply to questions, Mr. Taylor reported that horse 
operated on at previous meeting by Prof. peeps | was 
still at walking exercise and had not yet been galloped. 
The operation wounds had healed up without any un- 
| result. A little smell was noticed for a few 

ys. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
G. R. DupGEoN, M.R.c.v.s. 


Gentlemen,—For the second time you have elected me 
your President. Why I know not. The responsibility 
of electing me is yours. So if 1 fail in the exercise of 
my duties, you must at least take a portion of the blame. 
However, having accepted office it is equally my duty 
to endeavour to discharge the seaptenathiiitlen which you 
have = upon me to the best of my ability. ow 
could I best do this. 1st. To endeavour to follow the 
example set by my many worthy predecessors in oftice. 
If not to equal them, at any rate toemulate them. 2nd. 
To uphold the dignity of the office and to promote the 
best interests of the Association. This is my task. It 
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is difficult to get away from the orthodox manner of in- 
augural addresses, but one has to say something. 

To uphold the dignity of the office. This can best be 
done by as far as possible ruling in a fair and impartial 
manner allowing each freedom of speech and to every- 
one the chance of expressing his opinion, keeping all to 
the point under discussion. Remember, gentlemen, 
although professional men we should be essentially 
business-like, and it is not advisable to get off the track 
in our discussions. I promise you that if I find any 
one of you wandering from the strict order of debate I 
will pull him up. At least I will be fair. 

To promote the best interests of the Association. This 
is equally the duty of every member as well as of your 
President. Each member can do this by attending 
every meeting of the Association, taking part in the dis- 
cussion, relating interesting cases, and always giving his 
experiences of any that may be tate forward. 
Further, in the best interest of the Society I would ad- 
vise that every member get to know his neighbour. It is 
100 to 1 that when you do you will find out he is not 
half such a bad fellow as you thought. Always remem- 
ber that he may think that you have been guilty of some 
act of sin of omission or commission in, shall I say, per- 
haps, what he thinks unprofessional conduct. Again, 
quoting the odds, it is 100 to 1 if you get a quiet talk 
together, the matter under dispute would be amicabl 
settled. Gentlemen, cultivate friendly relations wit 
your neighbours, you do not know how soon you may 
want a friend. And it is primarily the duty of a member 
of a veterinary association to show the way, both by 
example and precept to outside members, that they act 
Pa Do, gentlemen, let slide petty jealousies. ch 
of us in practice knows, that we cannot please 
everybody. In all large centres there must necessarily 
be a give and take. Accept the situation. At the 
balance, things are equal. Years ago, I said to another 
Association, a little trades-unionism amongst us would 
do a lot of good. I am still of that opinion ; and would 
g° further, and say we want it more than ever we did. 

t is inadvisable to cut prices. 

I will give you one instance in which I was affected. 
Two brother practitioners (neither, mind you, in opposi- 
tion to me) were asked to quote for attendance and 
medicine. They.quoted such a low price that I had to 
submit to a loss of £5 per year on my contract. Whereas 
if the two gentlemen had taken a little trouble and 
found out the price the firm was paying, to one who 
obtained it could have easily got more than twice the 
sum he is now doing the work for, and it would not 
have offended me. You see, in quoting low prices you 
never know how far-reaching the effects may be. En- 
deavour to do as you would be done by. I know as well 
as any of you that this is a hard doctrine. Still, I think 


in the endeavour to promote the best interests of the| pa 


Association it is worth trying. To put it in a selfish 
manner, the best interests of the profession will be pro- 
moted by looking after our own, provided we act square 
to each other. I am afraid I am ae on this point 
a little too much, but to me it is essential, and, if we do 
not act up to it, our grand motto, “Stronger in unity,” 
= just as well be erased from our coat of arms. 
e politics of the profession at present seem to be 
quiescent. Let us hope they will continue so. I see no 
reason why all questions affecting the well-being of the 
profession should not be discussed in a calm and judicial 
mind. It is absolutely necessary that our College should 
have more funds to carry on its work. Surely the Er 
ment of an annual subscription, which I presume will 
devoted to promote the best interests of ourselves, can 
easily be spared from each of us. Remember, we elect 
our Council, and should they not do what we consider 
correct we can always turn them out. I know there is 
still a good deal of apathy at elections, and unless some 


great question arisés which wakens up the members, a 


considerable number do not take the trouble to record 
their votes. All of us should carefully watch the pro- 
ceedings of the Council meeting and take note of the 
members who do not vote and act up to what we think 
are our requirements. Nothing like keepin: a sharp eye 
on our representatives to keep them up to the mark. 
The more interest the profession takes in the Council’s 
— the better you will find it will be done. Watch 
thera ! 

The amalgamation of the Veterinary Associations has 
been under discussion for some time, and I see by the 
agenda a communication from Mr. Gofton will have to 
be considered. Our Association has discussed the sub- 
ject and given our opinion. It was brought before the 
last meeting of the National, and as far as I understand 
has been adjourned for twelve months. Speaking for 
myself I see no reason why a workable, practical and 
just scheme should not be evolved. To get all the 
Associations to act together, without losing their indi- 
viduality, prevent ae ying, and bring about a unity 
of funds for both charita - and defence purposes, is to 
my mind a most laudable object. This I think is to be 
the object of amalgamation, but I may be wrong. For 
some reasons certain Associations do not approve. 
Why, I fail to see. However, let us hope that a work- 
able and unanimous scheme may be the final result. 

In the meantime all honour to the gentlemen who 
have taken the trouble to promote this estimable re- 
form. Their patience must often have been tried, and 
it is greatly to their credit that they still persevere. As 
long as we have such men among us, who devote such 
time and energy to the well being of our profession, their 
is no fear for us. I sincerely trust they will be reward- 
ed by attaining their object, and I am sure they will 
succeed, provided the members, who are at present 
slightly in disagreement—I do not believe that any are 
in serious disagreement—will quietly and reasonably 
think the matter out. 

Recently there has been an outbreak of foot-and- 
mouth disease in Yorkshire. This is regrettable. Some 
of you may know more about it than I do. I can 
remember the time when the disease was quite common 
in the country, and what a serious loss it was to agricul- 
turists, especially dairy farmers. Lalso remember pleuro- 
pneumonia, and have seen cattle plague. I hope I will 
never see any of these diseases again. However, this 
outbreak of foot-and-mouth shows at least that one 
Government Department is on the alert. All credit is 
due to the officers of the Department for the prompt 
way in which they have stamped it out. 

Swine fever is still with us and likely to be for some 
time yet, although I am pleased to see the returns for 
this year are less. 

Anthrax is on the increase, perhaps this is more ap- 

rent than real. Let us hope so. 
It is said “ Never prophesy unless you know.” I do 
not know, but I think it will not be long before the 
whole of the veterinary work appertaining to the Con- 
tagious Diseases (Animals) Act will be solely under the 
control and be done only by veterinary officers of the 
Board of Agriculture. I am not sure but that it will be 
the best plan. If it does come, I hope the veterinary 
surgeons appointed will be properly paid. I am sure, 
as some of us only too well know, a lot of County Coun- 
cils do not remunerate their veterinary advisers in any- 
thing like an equitable way. 

Now I am on the question of remuneration, I think 
the fees paid by Insurance companies should be seriousl 
considered by Veterinary Associations. To my mind, 
the fees offered are an insult to us. You have to answer, 
as a rule, more than a dozen questions, value the 
animals, may have to drive miles, and for a fee a trades- 
unionist would decline to work for. At the beginning 
of the foaling season we are inundated with circulars 
from this or that company asking us to become agents, 
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and pointing out with the addition of the veterinary 
fee what a good thing it will be for us. I maintain the 
V.S. should demand a reasonable fee for his veterinary 
work, and _ absolutely refuse to act unless he gets it. 
Unless he does this, the next thing he will have to add 
to his plate after Veterinary Surgeon will be Commis- 
sion Agent for the insurance of animals. Iam not sure 
but that a number of veterinary surgeons should do so 
at present. It would be interesting to have a discussion 
on this subject at one of our own meetings, and tho- 
roughly thrash the iratter out. 

My next point is that I should like to have one of our 
meetings devoted to purely social ends. No shop 
whatever. Let it be in the form of a picnic, or other- 
wise as the Association may suggest. Something that 
our wives and friends may have an opportunity of meet- 
ing us. Nothing like getting the ladies to take an 
interest in us. I must confess that the first attempt at 
this has been a complete failure. Nevertheless, with 
your consent I will try again. Ido not know how many 
members replied to our Secretary’s notice. I have asked 
him, but he keeps a discreet silence. My own impress- 
ion is that very few of you took the trouble to reply 
to him. Otherwise I take it he would have been only 
too pleased to say. 

Speaking now in the interest of our Secretary, when 
he is at the trouble to send out circulars, asking for a 
reply, it is only common courtesy to reply to him: 

ou should remember that without fee or reward 

e expends a lot of time and trouble. In future, 
may ask when you get a communication from him 
which asks for a reply, kindly take the trouble to send 
a post-card. It is little trouble to you, but it is great 
assistance to him. 

Tn conclusion, gentlemen, I thank you again for elect- 
ing me your President. I will as far as possible do my 
duty. But without your loyal and sympathetic sup- 
port, both your worthy Secretary (and he ~ the most 
work to do) and myself are helpless, so, gentlemen, it be- 
hoves you to do your duty likewise. 


A communication was read from Professor Gofton, of 
Edinburgh, asking the Association to contribute to- 
wards the expenses in connection with the scheme for 
amalgamation of Veterinary Associations. After dis- 
cussion it was proposed by Mr. Tay.tor, and seconded 
by Mr. Biacksurn, that the sum of 10/6 be sent. 

‘arried. 

Mr. BLACKBURN proposed a vote of thanks, Mr. Hii. 
seconded. Carried. 

The TREASURER submitted his annual statement of 
accounts, which showed a small balance in hand, and 
there were some outstanding subscriptions also due. 

Mr. Taytor proposed that the statement be accepted, 
and the accounts owing be paid. Mr. DuDGEON seconded. 
Carried. 

Cases Reporrep. 


The Secretary reported on a seven years’ old cart 
horse that had been recently brought to him with 
an enlargement of the bones of the face, and a dis- 
charge from the near nostril. He told the owner 
that it might proceed from the teeth, and suggested that 
the horse should be trephined. On casting the horse 
for the purpose, the fourth molar was found to be 
absent, ane the cavity full of masticated food which was 
very foul. He trephined: the cavity was syringed out 
with warm water, and the missing tooth was found 
there, in two halves, and extracted through the opening. 
Since that time the food still found its way through the 
opening into the sinus, and the juice ran out of the hole 
on to the cheek and down the face. He would like to 
plug the hole, but feared the plug would not remain in 
position for very long, and asked the opinion of the 
members as to what they would do in the circumstances. 

Mr, Wison said that Mr, C. Sheather had a case of a 


similar kind in which a plug of gutta percha and shellac 
was 

Mr. Hitt showed the scapula and humerus of a 
Great Dane. The dog was sent to him, and he was told 
that it had been going lame for a month. The dog 
walked from the station fairly well, and put his whole 
weight on the limb. In his opinion there had been an 
injury to the humerus, and bony deposit had ensued 
round it. He hada bandage applied to the part, and 
allowed it to remain in position fora month. There 
was considerable atrophy of the muscles after the 
bandage was removed. e owner was advised that the 
case was hopeless, and the animal was destroyed. The 
humerus was practically fractured,and there were bony 
deposits on both it and the scapula. There were no 
deposits on the other bones of the body. Rheumatism 
was suspected. 

Mr. WILSON mentioned having been called to a cow 
down in parturient apoplexy, and she stayed there for 
some hours. Afterwards labour pains came on, and 
calf was delivered. The cow subsequently became 
comatose, 

Mr. H1t1 proposed, and Mr. Forses seconded a vote 
of thanks to the Chairman. 

The members subsequently had dinner in the hotel. 


A meeting was held in the Imperial Hotel, wnt 
ton, on Friday, December 30th, 1910, Mr. G. R. Dud- 
geon, Sunderland, presided. There were also present 
Messrs. C. G. Hill, Darlington; J. Wilson, Yarm ; 
W. H. Blackburn, Barnard Castle; J.H. Taylor, Dar- 
lington ; and W. Awde, Stockton-on-Tees. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. P. Snaith and Jenkins. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 


Cases REPORTED. 


The SecRETARY gave a further account of the horse 
which he had trephined, and stated that since the last 
meeting he had plugged the hole oe the mouth 
to the facial sinus with gutta percha, but was not sure 
as to its success so far, but would report later what 
occurred, 

Mr. HILL reported on a mare, 26 years old, which had 
been used for carting and was going very groggy, was 
destroyed, and on examining the bone (produced) no 
trace could be found of a navicular bone, and there was 
an amount of bony deposit round the coronet, and from 
their appearance there were indications that the pedal 
and navicular bones had been cemented together in both 
cases. 

A fox-terrier bitch, 18 months old, according to all 
accounts was all right three days before. She had been 
purchased for breeding purposes. Her body was very 
much distended—ascites in his a. She was tap- 

and two pints of fluid removed. Enlargement of the 
iver was then diagnosed. Treatment was tried but 
without success, as she died four days afterwards. The 
liver weighed 3lbs. No liver cells were left--it was a 
mass of tumours. It was examined by Sir J. M‘Fad- 
yean, who reported it as a case of sarcoma. } 

Mr. Witson had two cases recently, in his opinion of 
a diphtheritic character. One, a foxhound puppy, had 
a putrid throat and an abscess formed. oxterrier 
bitch of his own went down with it. No proper pus 
came away, only broken down material. o doubt it 
would be the result of distemper. 

Mr. DupGEOoN (arising out of the last cases) said that 
he had examined several cats lately suffering from sore 
throats, but could not locate a case of diphtheria in 
them. 

Mr. Hit stated that his attention had been called 
every now and again to cats which had been condemned 
by medical men, but he had never been able to demon- 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1910, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. Foot- Gianders 
—— (including Counties [| Scab. Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals Farcy) Affected 
Con.) Re. | Con.| Re. | Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani-| Animals | Out-] Out- | Slangh- 
rm’d ported firm’ diport reaks| mals. fbreaks| mals.| Attacked breaks breaks. | tered. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. | } 
Week ended Mar. 11 | 13 15 1 14 4 31) 
7 
25 ae 30 9 43 21 23 250 
1908 23 61 Middlesex2} 32] 35 167 
170 | Warwick 1] 2€0] 349 | 3896 
1910 312 379 68 | 198 | York, West | 252] 232 | 1661 
1909 (277 370 105 308} Riding 27] 333] 286 | 2310 
1908 | ... | 847 3 | 112! 165) 562 510] 286 | 1218 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 14. 1911. — Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 
IRELAND. Week ended Mar. 11 fe | sia | 3 9 4 102 
1910 2 3 22 1 13 
Corresponding Week in 1909 ese eee os 3 19 3 46 
4 6 1 43 
Total for 10 weeks, 1911 3 3 | ee 25 176 30 583 
1910 4 6 20 213 7 228 
Corresponding period in 1909 ... 1 1 25 184 8 59 
1908... 2 2 10 198 30 694 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Mar. 13, 1911 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


strate to his own satisfaction that they suffered from 
diphtheria. 

He also mentioned a case of ascites in a collie dog 
where 23 gallons of fluid were taken away. 
. Mr. BLackspurn proposed, and Mr. Hill seconded, 
that the discussion of the President’s inaugural address 
be adjourned till next meeting. Carried. 

W. Awpr, Hon. Sec. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Foor-anp-MoutH OuTBREAK. 
In the House of Commons on Monday, March 13. 


Mr. C. Batruurst (Wilton, Opp.) asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Board of Agriculture whether 
he could give the House any particulars with regard to 
the ed serious outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease 
at Chobham in Surrey ; what precautions were being 
taken to prevent the spread of this alarming disease ; 
whether the Board had been able to trace the cause of 
the outbreak ; and if not what steps were being taken 
with this object. 

Mr. GuLLAND (Dumfries Burghs, Min.): At the time 
when the Board’s Chief Veterinary Officer visited the 
infected place there were in the farm buildings and the 
the adjoining fields 1 bull, 17 cows, 6 calves, 1 boar, 


4 sows, 61 ewes, and 58 lambs. There were also on an 
“ off field” .6 fat tegs which had recently leen in the 
infected place, and 2 sows and 1 cow on adjacent pre- 
mises had also been omene to infection. 

cumstances it was deci 


In the cir- 


to slaughter all these animals 


| to-day. (Opposition 


that the work will be completed 
hter). All the affected animals 
—namely, 18 cattle and 5 pigs, and the 3 animals on 
the adjacent premises—were slaughtered by yesterday 
(Sunday) —- Every effort is being made to estab- 
lish the origin of the outbreak, but at present no conclu- 
sion has been arrived at. The size of the area is approxi- 
mately a radius of 15 miles from the infected premises. 
No sign of disease has yet been found except at the in- 
fected place. 

Mr. C. Barnurst: May I ask whether the attention 
of the Board of Agriculture has been drawn to the desir- 
ability of checking the importation of all foreign hay and 
straw, and particularly that used for packing ? 

Mr. GuLLAND: I will bring the matter before the 
attention of my right hon. friend. 


Tuesday, March 14. 


In reply to Mr. Barnurst (Wilts, Wilton, Op % 

Mr. GuULLAND (Dumfries Burghs), on behalf YP ir E. 
SrRacHEY (Somerset, 8.), said :—The slaughter and dis- 
posal of the remaining 50 ewes, 47 lambs, and 46 fatting 
sheep was completed yesterday ee ay). None of 
these animals were found to be affected with foot-and- 
mouth disease at the time of slaughter. The house-to- 
house veterinary examination which is being conducted 
in the vicinity of the outbreak has not revealed any 
cases of suspicion, and no further report of suspected 
foot-and-mouth disease has reached the Board from any 
source. 

Mr. Baruurst asked whether the Board had so far 
succeeded in tracing the cause of this outbreak. 

Mr. I think not, 


at once, and it is oes, 
au, 
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Proverbs in Poetry. 


The following specimens are from Zhe Daily 
Chronicle :— 
Not singly, in the wide domains of space 
Do winged bipeds always soar, elate ; 
When common plumage means a common race, 
Then in battalions do they congregate. 


A headlong pebble, urging on its course 
With swiftest revolutions night or day, 
Has naught acotyledonous, perforce, 
To boast of as collected on its way. 


Adduce the equine quadruped 
To vicinage aquatic ; 
Ingurgitation, it is said, 
ust still be automatic. 


Crochmore Donkey Case. 


In Dumfries Sheriff Court on Friday, Feb. 24th, the 
case again came up in which Mr. John Henry Ferguson, 
of Crochmore, Irongray, sued Mr. James Lindsay, 
veterinary surgeon, Dumfries, for £20 as damages, alleg- 
ing that he had given a false certificate in the recent 
prosecution of pursuer for cruelty toa donkey. The 
ease had been remitted to ordinary court, and pursuer 
was ordered to lodge condescendence. He had failed to 
do so, and Mr. Lindsay’s agent (Mr. J. E. Blacklock, 
Dumfries) moved for absolvitor with expenses in favour 
ofjhis client. This was granted.—Dum/fries and Gallo- 
way Saturday Standard. 


Veterinary Appointment by Wigton U.D.C. 


At a meeting of the Wigton Urban District Council, a 
sub-committee consisting of the Chairman, Mr. Bell, 
and Mr. Hewetson, made certain recommendations as to 
the conditions of appointment of a veterinary inspector 
under the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order, 
decided upon by the Council at the February meeting. 
They recommended that a veterinary inspector, non- 
resident within the jurisdiction of the authority, be ap- 
pointed at a remuneration, including travelling and out- 
of-pocket expenses, of £8 8s. per annum ; the duties to 
include the inspection of dairy cattle of all persons resi- 


dent and non-resident in the district, purveying or sellin 
milk within the district ; and a fee of £1 1s. to be paid 
They further recommended that 
a Dairies Committee be appointed, and the members of 
such committee accompany the veterinary inspector on 
on his inspection in the month of November. 


for special inpections. 


Mr. Story moved, and Mr. Barton seconded, the 
adoption of the Committee’s recommendations. 

r. Carruthers said there was just one point he found 
himself obliged to take exception to, and that was the 
suggestion to appoint a non-resident veterinary surgeon. 
Some of the Councillors would agree with him that it 
was a reflection upon the integrity and honour of the 
veterinary surgeons resident in Wigton, and he knew of 
other towns where a resident veterinary surgeon had 
been appointed. He did not agree that they should take 

appointment out of the town; his suggestion was 
that the appointment should be given to each of the 
veterinary surgeons in turn, and he moved an amend- 
ment. Mr. Hartley seconded the amendment. 

_ Mr. White said the chief object of having a veterinary 
inspector was that he might ascertain whether cattle 
supplying milk to the town were affected with tubercu- 
losis or not. He did not think any veterinary from a 
casual inspection could ascertain that fact, and were the 


Council prepared to pay for a special examination of 


the cattle? It was a well-known fact that cattle in the 
very pink of condition might be seriously affected with 
tuberculosis, and he held that the Council would not be 
getting value for their money unless it was ascertained 
whether the cattle were free from tuberculosis or not. 
This was his objection to the appointment of this 
veterinary. 

_ The motion to appoint a non-resident veterinary 
inspector was carried by five votes to four.— Wigton 
Advertiser. 


Donations to R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons desires to acknowledge the receipt of further 
donations to the College funds, from Messrs. 

A. W. Reid, Bromley, Kent £1 1 ~°0 
Rich. Roberts & Son, Tunbridge Wells 2 2 0 
F. M. Skues, Harrismith, 8S. Africa 
M. Tailby, Birmingham 

Amount previously acknowledged 


Nomination for Election to Council R.C.V.S. 
Name. Proposed by 


Dr. O. C. Brapiey, Edinburgh. Sir John M‘Fad 
Prof. A. — 


Personal, 


2nd March at All Saint’s 
Church, Norfolk Square, W., by the Rev. W. Boyd, m.a. 
Charles Henry Huish, of “ Danehurst,” Champion 
Grove, Denmark Hill, S.E., and Red Lion Square, 
W.C., only son of the late William Huish, of Crew 
kerne, Somerset, to Ellen Louise (Nell) at 
daughter of the late William Henry Cooper, of Southsea 


Lord Lonsdale has intimated to the committee of 
farmers in the Cottesmore Hunt, who are making a 
presentation on his retirement from the Mastership, 
that he would like a bronze model of one of his hunters, 
and Mr. Adrian Jones has been commissioned to under- 
take the work. An illuminated album, with list of sub- 
scribers, which already rdaches 600, will go with the 
gift. The bronze is expected to be finished by the begin- 
ning of April, and it is proposed that the presentation 
be made to Lord Lonsdale at a dinner given by the 
farmers at the Victoria Hall, Oakham, on April 4. 
The Hon. Secretary and Treasurer to the Fund is Mr. 
W. B.-Shelton, Burley, Oakham. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
Wak Orrice, WHITEHALL, March 10. 


ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


H. P. Standley to be Lieut. Dated Feb. 16. 
J. H. Thomson to be Lieut. Dated Feb. 23. 


= 


A Correction. 

Mr. W. Graham Gillam asks us to note that the titles of 
his notes printed last week should have read—the first one 
‘+ Gastric impaction with vomition,’’ and the third ‘‘ Ulcer- 
ative gastro-enteritis with rupture of small intestine.’’ 
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VETERINARY EXAMINATIONS. * 


The time has arrived, in my opinion, when a modification 
in the regulations affecting the examinations might with 
advantage be considered by the Council in the interest alike 
of the student, his parent or guardian, and the profession. 
This must be done of course without in the slightegt degree 
lowering the standard of the Examinations. 

In the scheme that I am now respectfully submitting, I 
wish it to be borne in mind that the medical profession do 
not require a student to pass some subjects more than once, 
and they recognise that so long as a man is actually 
qualified the public is quite indifferent as to whether or not 
he failed in passing at his first attempt. It is a well known 
fact in the medical profession, as well as our own that men 
of exceptional ability have been known to fail in a subject. 

As I have been invited by the Liverpool University 
Veterinary Medical Society, to be a candidate for the next 
election of our Council, I feel that I ought to submit to you 
my views on this important subject, which views, if elected, 
it will be my endeavour to farther.—I am, yours faithfully, 

Water J. FLercuer. 

Veterinary Establishment, 

Wrexham. 
Vetertnary Examinations. 


A student shall not be required to pass in the same subject 
more than once, for the Membership of the R.C.V.S. 
examination. 

A Member of the R.C.V.S. shall not be required to pass in 
the same subject more than once, for the Fellowship of the 
R.C.V.S. examination. 

If any student for membership fail in only one subject, 
he shall (where practicable) be allowed to continue his 
classes for that subject, and alsofor the subjects of his nezrt 
professional examination ; and, further, shall be allowed to 
sit for the subject in which he failed in, as well as the sub- 
jects for his next professional examination. But he shall 
not be given a Certificate, or permit, to a still further ad- 
vanced class until he shall have passed the specific subject 
in the lower examination. 

Nevertheless, he shall be allowed, if he fails a seoond time 
for the subject in the lower examination, to take it at the 
next examination, together with any subjects for the higher 
one, in which he may also have previously failed in. 

No student shall be allowed to sit for one subject more 
than times. 

To explain the above suggestions: (1) ‘‘No student 
shall be given a Certificate of the higher examination until 
he shall have passed in that specific subject in the lower 
examination.’’ (Certificate means Permit to study, and to 
attend classes, and to sit for the next advanced exam.) 
By that, I mean that he could not, on my plan, advance 
beyond the next class until he had entirely cleared the one 
he had failed in. 

(2) Ycu will remember that, in the above scheme, it is 
only when he has passed in all subjects but one that he is 
allowed this privilege ; and, further, that even this concess- 
ion can only take effect where it is practicable for the 
student to take his classes in that une subject in addition to 
all classes for the next bigher one. 

I do not think that this proposed change would materially 
interfere with existing arrangements for the Membership or 
Fellowship, whilst the advantages to the student mee be 
considerable. 

Thas, supposing a student failed in one subject for his 
“‘A,” he would then, where practicable, go forward to work 
up for ‘‘B,’’ and one subject in ‘‘A.’’ If, when next 
examined, he passes the subject previously missed in ‘‘ A,’’ 
and, for argument’s sake, fails in two or more in “B,’’ I 
suggest that he should be regarded as heving finished alto- 
gether with “A,’’ but should remain in “ B,”’ and sit for 
what he bad previously failed in, at ‘‘ B,’’ next exam. 

If, however, at his rimsy exam. in ‘‘ B,’’ he managed to 
entirely clear the ‘‘A,’’ exam. (which we are assuming he 
had formerly failed in), and only failed in one subject in 
* B,” my plan would be to let him go forward to study for 
the “C."’ exam., at which he would have first to finish 
with the missed subject of * B,’’ (exactly es in the previous 
illustration of ‘‘A’’ to B.’’) 


In the possible event of his passing in ‘‘ C '’ subjects, but 
again failing in the one left over from ‘‘ B,’’ I propose that 
his permit be withheld for ‘‘C,’”’ and that he be given one 
more chance (his third and last) to sit for the subject 
missed in ‘‘ B.’’ If he failed at this last chance, then he is 
to be regarded as unable to quality. On the other hand, if 
he in the subject (‘‘B’’) he would be given his per- 
mit for ‘‘ C,’’ which he had earned, and would be allowed to 
proceed with his studies for ‘‘D"’ exam. 

The object of my suggestion is to give a good student, 
who may have been nervous or unlucky, a chance of pick- 
ing up any time he may have lost, and thus encourage a 
man instead of putting him back perhaps 12 months. 

With regard to the Fellowship, one must of course bear 
in mind that the member is probably carrying on a practice 
and isa busy man. My scheme would have the advantage 
of enabling him to concentrate his attention and limited 
time to the subject in which he had found himself deficient. 


SOME UNPLEASANT EXPERIENCES. 
Sir, 

1 have been brought into contact lately with several 
veterinary surgeons practising in the country, and the im- 
pressions they have made on my mind are so marked that I 
should like to record them in the hope that the delinquents 
may apply the obvious remedy. First, I had to meeta 
country practitioner some time ago in consultation over an 
insurance case. About half an hour after the specified time 
he arrived in a most disreputable vehicle, which he dignified 
by calling it a dogeart. It was scrappy and evil smelling, 
and the poor old horse, thin and miserable, completed one 
part of the melancholy picture. Next the owner alighted, 
after ejecting with as much dexterity as the man in ‘‘ Martin 
Chuzzlewit,’’ a concentrated solution of ‘‘black twist.’’ 
His clothes were positively revolting, his English would 
have disgraced a tramp, and his accent was a weird mixture 
of Cockney and Lowland Scotch. I had the misfortune to 
be obliged to have a meal with him, and his manners were 
partly what the rest of his deportment might have led one 
tu expect ; he made a disgusting noise with every movement 
of his mandible, and altogether I was unspeakably relieved 
to be out of his presence. 

Another man who was sent by an insurance company 
from a neighbouring county, spoke with such an atrocious. 
dialect and used such vile colloquialisms, that I had to ask 
him to repeat every sentence. After a time he produced a 
horrible clay pipe and proceeded to vitiate the surrounding 
atmosphere. 

These are the men, Mr. Editor, who frequent public- 
houses, hob-nob with grooms and coachmen, drink pints of 
ale like swine, and drag the veterinary profession in their 
part of the country within the contempt of a respectable 
navvy. 

Last summer an acquaintance of mine had a cow struck 
by lightning. The company sent their veterinary inspector ; 
before he arrived the owner said to me * Oh, X. is alright, 
I'll just slip a sovereign into his hand and he’ll say light- 
ning good enough.’’ To say that I was angry and dis- 
gusted is to express my feelings very feebly. These are a 
few types of one class of country practitioners. I am only 
sorry that their name is *‘ Legion.’’ 

But now and again one comes across an oasia in the 
desert, and so in country practitioners one finds some men 
who dress, talk, and behave decently ; men who are not 
ashamed to go to church, men whom one can differentiate 
ata glance from grooms and hinds. I will be agreeably 
surprised if the conscience of the undesirables is pricked by 
the analysis I have given of my impressions concerning 
them. I may say that they are all fully qualified men, 
whose names are on the Register at present. 

I enclose my card, and I hope that your readers will for- 
give me for remaining anonymous,— Yours, etc. 


|Our correspondent has indeed had an unfortunate ex- 
perience. We note he does not describe these men as the 
average, and we are quite certain that they represent a 
minute proportion and a dying type.—Ep. | 


